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The European Development Days (EDD), Europe’s leading forum on international 
cooperation and development, will take place in Brussels on 5 and 6 June 2018. In 
its twelve year, EDD 2018 will focus on gender equality and the empowerment and 
engagement of women and girls in sustainable development. 

The overarching title of this year’s forum will be "Women and Girls at the Forefront of 
Sustainable Development: protect, empower, invest". The event will be structured 
around three main themes: Physical and psychological integrity of women and girls; 
Socio-economic rights/empowerment of women and girls; Voice and participation for 
women and girls.

Journalists attending the EDD 2018 will have a unique opportunity to hear and meet key 
figures of the women’s rights movement, Heads of States, representatives of business 
and industry, policymakers, entrepreneurs, youth, as well as non-governmental 
organisations and academia. Each year, the forum attracts more than 6 000 participants 
from over 140 countries, representing 1 200 organisations from the development 
community.

https://www.eudevdays.eu/


In 2017 the European Union (EU) and the United Nations (UN) embarked on  
a major global initiative on eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls 
(VAWG) - the Spotlight Initiative. The Initiative places the issue at the centre of efforts  
to achieve gender equality and women’s empowerment. An initial investment  
of EUR 500 million was made, with the EU as the main contributor.

Topics to be discussed at the EDD 2018 include access to education and jobs, 
entrepreneurship, enforcing the legal and policy framework tackling all forms of sexual 
and gender based violence, as well as social issues ranging from girls’ and women’s 
human rights to climate change. 

EDD 2018 will continue to host the Young Leaders Programme. This programme invites 
exceptional youth representatives to speak at the high-level panels of the forum and bring 
fresh perspectives from the new generation. This year, 15 young people from across the 
world who have demonstrated their expertise and leadership on one of the EDD 2018 
topics will be invited to the EDD in Brussels. They will share their views and experiences 
with Heads of state and governments and the development community. 
 
During EDD 2018, the award ceremony for the Lorenzo Natali Media Prize 2018 will 
also take place. The prize, established in 1992, rewards outstanding reporting on the 
economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development. In line 
with the EDD 2018’s general theme, a Special Prize is dedicated to work focused on the 
elimination of violence against women and girls.

Dedicated media facilities and support will be available, including a press welcome and 
registration desk, press packs, press conferences, fully equipped press working room, 
help in securing interviews and liaising with the speakers’ own press teams.

Registration will be open early April

For more information about this year's Themes and Topics, please click here
For the draft Programme, please click here
For more information about the EDD, please visit: www.eudevdays.eu

Press contact
EDD 2018 Press Team
E-mail: press@eudevdays.eu

Conference  
venue details
Tour & Taxis, Avenue du Port 
86c – 1000 Brussels – Belgium  
www.tour-taxis.com 

Follow the debate on social 
media: #EDD18 #shEDDs
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Should you like to organise  
an interview or prepare a 
report ahead of the event,  
please contact:

http://www.un.org/en/spotlight-initiative/index.shtml
https://eudevdays.eu/youngleaders2018
https://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/lnp_en
https://eudevdays.eu/themes-and-topics
https://eudevdays.eu/sites/default/files/documents/nedd_2018_draft_programme_overview_for_hlps_180131.pdf
https://www.eudevdays.eu/

