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Koen DOENS
Director-General, Directorate-General for International 

Cooperation and Development, European Commission 



EDD 2020: Themes 
and Topics

Chantal MARIJNISSEN & Aurelie GODEFROY 
Environment, Natural Resources, Water Unit

Directorate-General for International Cooperation and 
Development, European Commission 
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics

2 themes:

qA Green Economy for People and Nature

qProtecting Biodiversity and People
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1 overarching thread : The Green Deal for a Sustainable Future



EDD 2020: Themes and Topics
Theme 1: A Green Economy for People and Nature / Key concepts

Climate-neutrality, adaptation to climate change, green and circular economy,
digitalisation, sustainable cities, sustainable energy, sustainable agriculture,
food systems, forestry and land use, sustainable finance, circular industries,
pollution, waste management & recycling, plastics, chemicals, sustainable and
efficient management of water, sanitation, safe drinking water, sustainable
forest management, charcoal (Makala), fisheries/fishing, agro ecology,
agroforestry, sustainable value chains, sustainable agriculture, sustainable
bush meat, eco-tourism, sustainable consumption and production, ethical
fashion/ethical food, environmental services, green economy and women’s
empowerment, education, health, regulatory environment, green taxation,
better governance, private sector.
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics

Theme 1: A Green Economy for People and Nature

Ø Set the stage for the much-needed economic transformation and how growth
and decent jobs can be created by investing in a climate-neutral, circular and
green economy.

Ø Showcase success stories of transition to inclusive Green Economy models and
highlight their contribution to protecting our planet. We can build a better, more
people-centred, more resilient growth model by accelerating structural
transformation in key economic systems.

Ø Opportunities for women in green economy
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics

Theme 1: A Green Economy for People and Nature / Topics

q Green and circular economy
q Sustainable blue economy
q Green finance 
q Sustainable energy 
q Sustainable urbanisation
q Water and sanitation 
q Rural transformation and food systems 
q Pollution and chemicals 
q Green economy-related education and training
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics

Theme 2: Protecting Biodiversity and People / Key concepts

Wildlife, deforestation, ecosystem restoration, climate change, watersheds, oceans, 
biodiversity, iconic species, desertification and land degradation, conservation, public 
private partnerships, conservancies, local communities, resilience, protected areas, 
law enforcement,  governance, criminal networks, militias, landscapes, poaching, 
peace & security, wildlife trafficking, transboundary river basins, wetlands, indigenous 
peoples and human rights, culture, drivers of biodiversity loss, migration, NaturAfrica, 
technologies and data.
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics
Theme 2: Protecting Biodiversity and People

Ø How the protection and sustainable use of key ecosystems can help both planet, security 
and sustainable development. 

Ø Talking the drivers of biodiversity loss
Ø Need to protect and restore land better, manage water and ecosystems sustainably, for 

biodiversity, climate change but also sustainable socio-economic development. 
Ø How poaching and wildlife trafficking lead to insecurity and conflict. 
Ø Need to work across borders on transboundary protected areas, river basis, forests, 

wetlands, oceans and other ecosystems. 
Ø Cover key role played by indigenous peoples and local populations as stewards of 

sustainably managed ecosystems. 
Ø Look at the impacts of climate change and environmental degradation in terms of mobility 

and forced displacement and security.
Ø Link to resilience
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EDD 2020: Themes and Topics

Theme 2: Protecting Biodiversity and People / Topics

q Forest and landscape management 
q Seascapes and coastal areas 
q Wildlife, security and development
q Climate change: natural resources, food and mobility 
q Protected area management and species conservation
q Transboundary watersheds 
q Indigenous peoples and local communities 
q Research, data and new technologies
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EDD 2020: Practical information
q Date: 9-10 June 2020
q Venue: Tour & Taxis, Brussels
q Title: “The Green Deal for a Sustainable Future”
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EDD 2020: Rethink/Reuse/Recycle

q Considering the theme of this year, it is essential for us to go even further than 
in previous editions: Paperless and as sustainable and carbon neutral as 
possible. We count on the EDD community, Session Organisers and Stand 
holders to make this happen. 

q This edition will be centered around the 3 Rs of the environment : Rethink, 
Reuse, Recycle
q Reusable and/or sustainable furniture, decoration, signage

q Catering : Extra attention to no show to avoid surplus 
q Minimize food waste and packaging 
q Waste : Extra attention to minimize waste in all steps and aspects of the event 
q All reusable items will be stored or redistributed ( > even cigarettes’ butt) 
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Any questions? 

Hannah COLE
Head of Unit, Communication, 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation 
and Development, European Commission 
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Introducing the High-Level 
Panels

Amélie PETIT
Events and Public Relations Team, Communication, 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation 
and Development, European Commission 
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HLP on ‘Why Climate Actions matter: 
from diplomacy to security’

Filiberto CERIANI SEBREGONDI
Head of Division, Development cooperation coordination,

European External Action Service
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HLP on ‘Diverse, local, indigenous: 
Pathways for food security and 
conservation’

Christian MESETH
Administrator, Secretariat of the Committee on Development

European Parliament
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Any Questions?
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Hannah COLE
Head of Unit, Communication, 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation 
and Development, European Commission 
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Coffee break
20 minutes
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Introducing the EDD 
2020 Programme

Elisabeth LASKY
EDD 2020 Programme Manager

Gaëlle PELLON
EDD 2020 Programme Coordinator
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EDD 2020: Sessions Programme 
We welcome your submissions for:

q Auditorium debates/HLPs – High level political debates
q Lab debates – Discussing topics at policy level
q Project/Report labs – Presenting results and best practices
q Brainstorming labs – Collaborative problem-solving sessions

To foster networking amongst participants:
§ Limited number of sessions (+/- 120 sessions)
§ A maximum of three session proposals submitted by the same leading 

organisation will be considered for the evaluation
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EDD 2020: Sessions Programme 

No financial participation required for sessions (auditorium panels, lab debates, 
project or report labs, and brainstorming labs). 

Session organisers are expected to offset a certain quantity of carbon, 
depending on the type of session they will organise.

Please purchase your certificate and send it to the EDD Team at 
carbonoffset@eudevdays.eu by 22 May 2020, 1 pm. 

The certificate can be purchased on the Gold Standard website.
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EDD 2020: Sessions Programme 
New this year! Agora session
The Agora will be an open, multi-purpose space at the centre of the EDD Global Village 
where session organisers will be able to meet, discuss and listen to new ideas in short 
20-minute sessions. 

Possible formats of the Agora sessions include:
q Yes or No sessions: two speakers debating a subject with a moderator
q Intimate sessions: chats with very limited number of panelists
q Reverse coffee: one special guest asking questions to the public 
q Lectures, key-notes 
q Project pitches…

22



Auditorium Panels: Key features
Key features

q High-level panel discussion in an Auditorium
q Consistent with EDD 2020 topics
q 90 minutes - 250 pax
q Up to 5 speakers (including a Young Leader) + moderator

Content approach: Auditorium debates host high-level discussions at ministerial level. 
They must be lively and interactive and built upon different perspectives. 
Inclusiveness: Gender and geographical balance, youth, diversity of actors
Interactivity: Polls, surveys, moderation, Q&As on EDD App
Shared communication: Press Release, Infographics, Social media – engaging as early 
as possible.
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Auditorium Panels: Selection criteria
Submissions will be assessed on four criteria: 

q Content Approach – 40%

q Inclusiveness – 30%

q Interactivity – 15% 

q Communication – 15% 

Gender and geographical balance will be considered as a selection 

requirement
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Auditorium Panels: Expressions of interest
Potential High-Level Panel Session Organisers are invited to submit an Expression of
Interest by 7 February 2020 by sending an email to programme@eudevdays.eu

Objectives of the Expression of interest :

q To enable more stakeholders into the programme
q To create synergies, and work together through joint proposals

The EDD Team will assess potential synergies and circulate the information collected
among the submitters of Expressions of Interest.

Submitting an Expression of Interest is voluntary and is not a pre-requisite for submitting
an HLP session proposal. Stakeholders submitting an EoI agree to give a preview into
their HLP ideas to other relevant organisations.
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Lab debates: Key features
Key features :

q Panel discussion 

q Consistent with EDD 2020 topics

q Up to 4 speakers + moderator

q 75 minutes - 70 pax

q Silent format NEW !

q Possibility of submitting a proposal for an Agora session NEW !

Content approach: Session organisers should develop debates based on 
overarching views on sustainable development. Lab debates must be interactive, 
engaging and avoid the show-and-tell approach of presentation panels. 
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Lab debates: Selection criteria

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

q Content Approach – 40%

q Inclusiveness – 30% 

q Interactivity – 20% 

q Communication – 10%
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Project or Report Labs: Key features
Key features

q Format to share reports and projects that offer useful insights and knowledge

q Consistent with EDD 2020 topics

q 75 minutes - 70 pax

q Up to 4 speakers + moderator

q Silent format NEW !

q Possibility of submitting a proposal for an Agora session NEW !

Content approach: Projects and reports are interesting when they showcase 
results focused on concrete achievements. This type of session would be a good 
opportunity to communicate and share innovative and sustainable solutions with a 
wider audience of professionals.
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Project or Report Labs: Selection criteria

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

q Content approach – 50%

q Inclusiveness – 30%

q Communication – 10%

q Interactivity – 10% 
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Brainstorming labs: Key features
Key features: 

q Hands-on discussion in small groups to generate solutions

q Consistent with EDD 2020 topics

q 75 minutes

q 40 pax

q Facilitators (4)

Content approach: Brainstorming labs are interactive, topic-oriented sessions that 
enable participants to roll up their sleeves and propose recommendations that 
reflect the creative ideas of our community. They can also produce concrete 
recommendations through group problem-solving.
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Brainstorming: Selection criteria
Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

q Content Approach – 35 %

q Inclusiveness – 10 %

q Interactivity – 35 %

q Communication – 20 % 
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We are a big EDD Community 
Being member of the EDD Community gives you the possibility to:

q Be up-to-date with all the latest news about the EDD;
q Register for the Community Meetings;
q Submit a session proposal;
q Register for EDD 2020.

Please note that the EDD are complying with the EU General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) and we are asking all the members of the Community to create a new account 
on the EDD website. 
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How to submit your session? 

q Go to www.eudevdays.eu homepage

q Log in to your profile – create a new profile if needed.

q Choose the type of session that you would like to submit. Please note that you must 
click on the “Submit” button at the end of the form in order to officially submit your 
form. Only submitted forms will be evaluated. Saved forms will not be taken into 
consideration.

q “Useful information” webpage: PDF of the submission forms, Community Guide, this 
Presentation and more useful documents available for downloading.
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We empower:
Youth involvement

Clémence JORIS
EDD 2020 Content, Youth Officer 
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Young Leaders Programme: Key features 

q Aims: Including Young Leaders in the debate

q Speakers: 1 Young Leader for each Auditorium debate

q Selection: Young Leader selected by Auditorium session organisers from 

3 pre-selected candidates

q Age: 21 to 26 at the date of the event

q Young Leaders are encouraged to participate in brainstorming labs & 

debate labs as well
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Young Leaders: Selection criteria

q Leadership: Representation of community and other young people

q Results: Impact on community

q Knowledge of the topic

q Public speaking skills

q Submission: Video, CV, work experience & projects, references
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We showcase:
EDD Global Village

Vinciane MOREL
EDD 2020, Event Director
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The EDD Global Village

q Platform to showcase successful projects & ground-breaking reports

q Space to network, share knowledge, best practices, innovative solutions and tangible 
results

q Allows EDD participants to visit your stand and learn about your achievements
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The EDD Global Village: Selection criteria

Submissions of stands will be assessed according to three criteria:

q Content approach – 40%
q Interactivity – 40% 
q Communication & Creativity – 20%

Incomplete submission forms will be rejected.
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The EDD Global Village: Carbon offset

q Standard Booth (3 sqm): no financial participation required

Please purchase your certificate and send it to the EDD Team at 
carbonoffset@eudevdays.eu by 22 May, 1 pm. The certificate can be purchased on the 
Gold Standard website.

q For other types of stands: regular (9 sqm), large (15 sqm), cluster (36 sqm)
Please liaise directly with the EDD contractor
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The EDD Global Village: Stands

Contact village@eudevdays.eu for more information
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We communicate:
Communication & Media

Barbara CASADO
EDD 2020 Communication Manager
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Promote debates & join online conversations

Promoting the issues and challenges that the EDD address is key to the forum’s success.

Resources to support your promotional activities:

q EDD 2020 logo
q Videos, teaser, banners, photos, short reports will be made available
q EDD 2020 Website: www.eudevdays.eu
q Social Media pack
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Social Media

Channels:

q Facebook – EuropeAid 

q Twitter – @europeaid

q YouTube – EuropeAid-EU in the World 

q Instagram – @europeaid

Official hashtag: #EDD20
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We engage with the press

Press releases: 

q To ensure good visibility 
q Share key information (facts and figures, tangible results) 

EDD 2020 press facilities:

q Press conference room
q Interview studio with equipment (TV, Radio & Facebook Live)
q Dedicated media centre
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Next steps

Charlotte SEXAUER 
Events and Public Relations Team, Communication, 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation and 
Development, European Commission
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Next steps
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q 4 February: Opening of submissions for sessions, stands and Young Leaders 
Programme www.eudevdays.eu

q 7 February 1 pm: Communicate your interest in a given topic (Auditorium panels 
only) – programme@eudevdays.eu

q 21 February 1 pm: Deadline for submission of session, stand proposals and Young 
Leaders Programme

q Beginning of April: Announcement of session and stand selection results
q End of April: Announcement of selected Young Leaders for Auditorium Debates
q 11-15 May: Second preparatory meetings
q 22 May 1 pm: Deadline to send carbon offset certificates

http://www.eudevdays.eu/


Further information

q Download the EDD Community Guide at: www.eudevdays.eu

q For specific inquiries, please write to: community@eudevdays.eu
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Any Questions?
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Annie MARTINEZ ALONSO
Team Leader Events and Public Relations, Communication, 

Directorate-General for International Cooperation and 
Development, European Commission 
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Thank you !
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