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Themes & Topics
Overarching thread: Global Gateway: building sustainable partnerships for a connected world

5 themes: 

❑ Digital: Strengthening connections between Europe and the world and helping partner countries address the digital divide and further 
integrate into the global digital ecosystem. Supporting open and secure internet.

❑ Climate and Energy: Investing in both mitigation and climate resilience, as well as in clean energy, is a necessity but also a major 
economic opportunity in low- and middle-income countries. The Global Gateway will support this green transformation, on the way to 
achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and commitments of the Paris Agreement. It will promote green technology exchanges and 
reinforce energy security. 

❑ Transport: The Global Gateway will promote worldwide infrastructure investments that create sustainable, smart, resilient, inclusive and
safe networks in all modes of transport, including rail, road, ports, airports, as well as logistics and border-crossing points, and bring these 
modes together in a multimodal system. 

❑ Health: The Global Gateway will prioritize the security of supply chains and the development of local manufacturing capacities. Working 
with partner countries to diversify the pharmaceutical supply chains. Addressing international supply chain bottlenecks. 

❑ Education and Research: Investing in quality education, including digital education, paying particular attention to the inclusion of girls and 
women and other vulnerable groups. Assisting partner countries to transform their education systems and facilitate mobility of students, 
staff, teachers, and trainees. Working with partner countries to strengthen cooperation on research and innovation.



Themes & Topics

❑ Digital

▪ Topic 1: Inclusive and green digital growth

Working with partner countries to deploy digital networks and infrastructures such as submarine and terrestrial

fibre-optic cables, space-based secure communication systems as well as cloud and data infrastructures, which

together provide a basis for exchanges of data, cooperation in high performance computing, Artificial Intelligence

(AI), and earth observation. Prioritising underserved regions, countries and populations, with the aim of tackling

the global digital divide and strengthening secure and trusted digital connections within them and between

Europe and the world. Minimizing the environmental footprint of digital infrastructure, by promoting green data

centres and deploying underwater cables equipped with ocean monitoring sensors.



Themes & Topics

❑ Digital

▪ Topic 2: Open and secure internet

We observe an ever-increasing strength of online censorship, internet shutdowns, and, ultimately, a risk of

fragmentation of the internet. The EU is at the forefront when it comes to ensuring the upholding of standards,

protocols and policies that protect human and individual rights online, while preserving standards and

protocols that support network security and resilience, interoperability, and upholding the principles of an

open, plural and secure internet. This topic explores how multi-stakeholder approaches can shape digital

spaces and their functioning in line with the human-centric approach.



Themes & Topics

❑ Digital

▪ Topic 3: Digital and data economies

If supported and shaped correctly, the data economy can generate life-changing innovations, provide for

high quality jobs and economic growth, improve the efficiency of public services, increase transparency and

accountability of governments and strengthen democracies. Large parts of this success depend, however, on

the policies, norms, and standards that regulate how data is collected, treated, stored and how it can be

transferred across borders. Here, we investigate how to best support partner regions in building up their

own regional data economies and how they can be closely linked to the European economy in order to

unleash the power of data.



Theme 1: Digital

❑ Topic 1: Inclusive and green growth
❑ Topic 2: Open and secure internet

❑ Topic 3: Digital and data economies

For all topics: equal access, 
digital, gender, green



Themes & Topics

❑ Climate and Energy

▪ Topic 1: Green and just energy transition

Transformation of partner countries’ energy systems, based on energy efficiency and renewable energy

solutions, has a central role to play to ensure their sustainable economic development, energy security and to

tackle the biodiversity and climate crises.

▪ Topic 2: Integrating energy markets

Interconnecting the energy systems is key for sustainable development, as supra-national electricity markets

allow for economies of scale including in countries whose domestic markets are small, supports more stable

energy distribution networks and enhance renewable energy sources penetration.



Theme 2: Climate and energy

❑ Topic 1: Green and just energy transition ❑ Topic 2: Integrating energy markets

For all topics: equal access, 
digital, gender, green



Themes & Topics

❑ Transport

▪ Topic 1: Infrastructure connectivity

Connectivity brings countries, people and societies closer together. It encompasses the hard and soft aspects,

including the physical and institutional social-cultural linkages that are the fundamental supportive means to

enhance the economic, political-security, and socio-cultural ties between Europe and the rest of the world.

Even if connectivity is usually perceived in terms of infrastructure links, connectivity has a crucial human

dimension and people’s interests and human rights should be at the core of any policy.



Themes & Topics

❑ Transport

▪ Topic 2: Green and safe mobility

To achieve global climate neutrality, a drastic reduction in transport emissions is needed by 2050. It is

essential to translate the Green Deal’s provisions for smart and sustainable mobility into the external context

and guide future cooperation for transport and mobility. To achieve this systemic change, there is a need to: i)

make all transport modes more sustainable; ii) make sustainable alternatives widely available in a multimodal

transport system; and iii) put in place the right incentives to drive the transition. In addition, there is need to

improve transport safety intensifying international cooperation and multilateralism with particular focus on

achieving global road safety targets.



Themes & Topics

❑ Transport

▪ Topic 3: Urban development, smart and inter-connected cities

This topic explores the changing role and importance of cities as actors in their own right as well as how cities

may best harness the opportunities presented by improved and strengthened connectivity and technologies

like space-based and earth observation technologies. Cities are essential for underpinning job creation,

economic development and green transition. Additionally, the role of culture to promote new models of

sustainable cities – cohesive and inclusive, green and smart, offering lively urban spaces for the youth and

innovative services equally accessible to all citizens – for the future post-Covid-19 societies is urgently

needed.Topic 3: Urban development, smart and inter-connected cities



Theme 3: Transport

❑ Topic 1: Infrastructure connectivity

❑ Topic 2: Green and safe mobility

❑ Topic 3: Urban development, smart and 
inter-connected cities

For all topics: equal access, 
digital, gender, green



Themes & Topics

❑ Health

▪ Topic 1: Security of supply chains and development of local manufacturing

Global Gateway will prioritize the security of supply chains and the development of local manufacturing.

Continents must be able to manufacture their own vaccines. This includes building manufacturing capacities in

third countries and facilitate investment in sustainable infrastructure and regulatory environment for the local

production of medicine and medical technologies.



Theme 4: Health

❑ Topic: Security of supply chains and development of local manufacturing



Themes & Topics

❑ Education and Research

▪ Topic 1: Science, Technology, Innovation and Research

Strengthening cooperation between the EU and partner countries on research and innovation.

▪ Topic 2: Quality education 

The topic highlights the central role quality education together with reinforced research and innovation

capacities play in the cooperation between the EU and partner countries in strengthening resilience, reducing

inequalities and ensuring sustainable socio-economic growth and jobs. It touches upon the contribution of

cultural relations and the important need to provide support to youth participation and empowerment.



Theme 5: Education and research

❑ Topic 1: Science, Technology, Innovation and Research
❑ Topic 2: Quality education

For all topics: equal access, 
digital, gender, green



Amélie Petit, Events team, Political Strategy 
and Communication, Directorate-General for 

International Partnerships (DG INTPA), 
European Commission

Introducing the EDD 2022 Programme



The EDD 2022 Programme

❑ The EDD DNA 

o Co-creation with the EDD Community

o Diversity

o Sessions, Global Village, Young Leaders, high-level participation, networking opportunities, 
media coverage

o Green event

❑ EDD goes to the world: Hybrid format: a unique opportunity to attract a wider and global 
audience



THEME 1

DIGITAL

THEME 2

CLIMATE AND ENERGY

THEME 3

TRANSPORT

THEME 4

HEALTH

THEME 5

EDUCATION AND 

RESEARCH

SPECIAL EVENTS

Topic 1 

Inclusive and green digital 

growth

Topic 1 

Green and just energy transition

Topic 1 

Infrastructure connectivity

Topic 1 

Security of supply chains and 

development of local 

manufacturing

Topic 1 

Science, Technology, 

Innovation and Research

Topic TBC 

HLP organized by DG NEAR

(TBC)

Special Event organized by 

DG INTPA 

Topic 2

Open and secure internet

Topic 2

Integrating energy markets

Topic 2

Green and safe mobility

Topic 2

Quality education

A boost to global health 

through local vaccine 

production, medical 

manufacturing and training

HLP organized by the EEAS

(TBC)

Special Event organized by 

the European Parliament

Topic 3

Digital and data economies

Topic 3

Urban development, smart 

and inter-connected cities

Financing the Global 

Gateway OR Sustainable 

finance

HLP organised by DG CNECT Special Event organized by 

DG INTPA (E3)



Overview of the High-Level Panels organised by the 
European Parliament, the European External Action 

Service and the European Commission 



Hana Sedlackova
European Parliament



Arnaud Senn
DG CNECT 



Aminda Leigh, EDD 2022 Programme Expert

How to Get Involved in the EDD 2022 Programme



Session Types

❑ High-Level Panels (HLPs)

❑ Lab Debates

❑ Project/Report Presentations

❑ Brainstorming Sessions

❑ Agora Sessions

❑ Exhibitions/Performances

A maximum of one session proposal submitted by the same leading organisation will be considered for the evaluation of HLPs, Lab 
Debates, Project/Report Presentations and Brainstorming sessions. 



General Principles for Sessions

❑ Different selection criteria apply for each format

❑ Gender and geographical balance will be considered as a selection requirement. 

❑ Sessions are encouraged to include young people’s voices (EDD Young Leader 
required for HLPs).

❑ The EDD venue in Brussels and its session spaces will be accessible for people with 
disabilities, who we also encourage you to include as contributors.

❑ Session Organisers and moderators/facilitators must attend in person onsite. 

❑ We strongly urge speakers to attend in person onsite.

❑ Carbon offsetting required.



❑ High-level panel discussion 

❑ Consistent with EDD 2022 topics

❑ Held in a TV Studio

❑ 60 minutes - 250 pax + online audience

❑ Up to 4 speakers (including a Young Leader) + moderator

❑ Carbon offset: 40 tonnes

Content approach: High-level discussions at ministerial level. They must be lively and interactive 
and built upon different perspectives. 



High-Level Panels: Selection Criteria

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

❑ Content approach – 40%

❑ Inclusiveness – 30%

❑ Interactivity – 15% 

❑ Communication – 15%



❑ Panel discussion

❑ Consistent with EDD 2022 topics

❑ Held in a TV Studio

❑ Up to 3 speakers + moderator

❑ 45 minutes - 250 pax + online audience

❑ Carbon offset: 25 tonnes

Content approach: Session Organisers should develop debates based on overarching views on 
sustainable development. Lab Debates must be interactive, engaging and avoid the show-and-tell 
approach of presentation panels. 



Lab Debates: Selection Criteria

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

❑ Content approach – 40%

❑ Inclusiveness – 30%

❑ Interactivity – 20% 

❑ Communication – 10% 



❑ Format to share reports and projects that offer useful insights and knowledge

❑ Consistent with EDD 2022 topics

❑ Held in a TV Studio

❑ Up to 3 speakers + moderator

❑ 45 minutes - 250 pax + online audience

❑ Carbon offset: 25 tonnes

Content approach: Projects and reports are interesting when they showcase results. Session 
Organisers should present concrete achievements. This type of session is a good opportunity to 
communicate and share innovative solutions with a wider audience of professionals.



Project/Report Presentations: Selection Criteria 

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

❑ Content approach – 50%

❑ Inclusiveness – 30%

❑ Interactivity – 10% 

❑ Communication – 10% 



Brainstorming Sessions: Key Features

❑ Hands-on discussion in small groups to generate solutions

❑ Consistent with EDD 2022 topics

❑ Held onsite in a Brainstorming Room

❑ 45 minutes - 40 pax

❑ Facilitators (4)

❑ Summary of the outcomes presented to the audience onsite and online.

❑ Carbon offset: 25 tonnes

Content approach: Brainstorming labs are interactive, topic-oriented sessions that enable participants to roll up their 
sleeves and propose recommendations that reflect the creative ideas of our community. They can also produce 
concrete recommendations through group problem-solving.



Brainstorming Sessions: Selection Criteria 

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

❑ Content approach – 35%

❑ Inclusiveness – 10%

❑ Interactivity – 35% 

❑ Communication – 20% 



Agora Sessions: Key Features

❑ Hands-on discussion in small groups to generate solutions

❑ Consistent with EDD 2022 topics

❑ Held onsite in the Agora space

❑ Up to 2 speakers + moderator

❑ 20 minutes - 50 pax

❑ Carbon offset: 20 tonnes

Content approach: Agoras are the perfect setting for more informal, highly dynamic discussions. 
You are free to choose what you will showcase and the format you use. 



Agora Sessions: Selection Criteria 

Submissions will be assessed on four criteria:

❑ Content approach – 40%

❑ Innovation – 30%

❑ Moderation and interactivity – 20% 

❑ Communication – 10% 



Interactivity at Hybrid EDD 2022

❑ Participant chat

❑ Asking questions 

❑ The power of polling 

• Meet the audience

• Before and after

• Audience choice

• Conversation starters

• Speakers’ polls

• Concluding polls

❑ Mini energy breaks

❑ Reacting to and sharing 
information on social media



Submission Process

• Submission process opens on the EDD platform from 23 February

• Access the platform through the EDD website www.eudevdays.eu

• You can complete the form in segments and save it at any time

• Only submitted forms will be evaluated

• Organisations can submit no more than one form as a leading organisation for 
all sessions except Agora. This does not include stands and exhibitions. 

• Deadline to submit proposals: 16 March at 23.59 CET.

http://www.eudevdays.eu/


Logistical Details

❑ No financial participation required for sessions (High-Level Panels, Lab Debates, 
Project/Report Presentations, Brainstorming Sessions and Agora Sessions).  

❑ However, Session Organisers are expected to offset a certain quantity of carbon, depending on 
the type of session they will organise.

❑ Please purchase your certificate and send it to the EDD Team at carbonoffset@eudevdays.eu
by 27 May 2022. 

❑ The certificate can be purchased on the Gold Standard website.

mailto:carbonoffset@eudevdays.eu
http://www.goldstandard.org/


Juan Lopez Villar, EDD 2022 Youth Officer 

Youth involvement



Young Leaders Programme: Key Features

❑ 1 Young Leader for each High-Level Panel

❑ Selection: Young Leader selected by High-Level Panels Organisers from 
3 pre-selected candidates

❑ Aged 21 to 26 at the date of the event

❑ Young Leaders are encouraged to participate in brainstorming sessions 
& lab debates as well



Young Leaders: Selection Criteria

❑ Leadership: Representation of community and other young people

❑ Results: Impact on community

❑ Knowledge of the topic

❑ Public speaking skills

❑ Fluent in English or French

❑ Submission: Video, CV, work experience & projects, references



Submission Process

❑ Submission process opens on the EDD platform from tomorrow, 23 February

❑ Access the platform through the link on the EDD website www.eudevdays.eu

❑ You can complete the form in segments and save it at any time

❑ Only submitted forms will be evaluated

❑ Deadline to submit proposals: 25 March at 23.59 CET.

❑ Announcement of selected participants: 5th May. 

http://www.eudevdays.eu/


Joanna Meade, EDD 2022 Global Village Officer

EDD Global Village



The EDD Global Village: Key Features

❑ Platform to showcase successful projects & ground-breaking 
reports

❑ Space to network, share knowledge, best practices, innovative 
solutions and tangible results

❑ Allows EDD participants to visit your stand and learn about your 
achievements

❑ Paperless! 



The EDD Global Village: Selection Criteria

Submissions of stands will be assessed according to three criteria:

❑ Content approach – 40%

❑ Interactivity – 40% 

❑ Communication & Creativity – 20%

Incomplete submission forms will be rejected.



The EDD Global Village: Stand Details

Different sizes of stands are available 

❑ Standard Booth (4 sqm): Free of charge (apart from carbon offsetting)

❑ Regular (9 sqm): EUR 1 700 VAT excluded (including logistics, excluding carbon offset).

❑ Large (16 sqm): EUR 2 400 VAT excluded (including logistics, excluding carbon offset).

❑ Cluster (36 sqm): EUR 4 600 VAT excluded (including logistics, excluding carbon offset).



Valérie Mindlin, EDD 2022 Project Director 

The EDD 2022 Event Format and 
Adaptation to COVID-19



General Information 

❑ Dates: 14-15 June 2022

❑ Where? Hybrid event

• Onsite at Brussels Expo, 2 500 participants 

• Online through webstreaming with possible interaction



Event Accessibility and Adaptation to COVID

❑ Accessibility

❑ Inclusiveness

❑ Adaptation to Covid



Linh Do, Events team, Political Strategy and 
Communication, Directorate-General for 
International Partnerships (DG INTPA), 

European Commission

Next steps



Key Milestones
DATE ACTION

16 March at 23.59 CET Deadline for session submissions, Global Village stands and exhibitions/performances 

25 March at 23.59 CET Deadline for Young Leader submissions

Beginning of April Registration for EDD 2022 opens

End of April Announcement of selected sessions, stands and exhibitions/performances

5 May Announcement of EDD Young Leaders

Week of 16-20 May Second Community Meetings

27 May Deadline to provide a certificate of carbon offset

14-15 June EDD 2022 in Brussels and online



Moderated by Gisella Gazineo, Events team, Political Strategy 
and Communication, Directorate-General for International 

Partnerships (DG INTPA), European Commission

Any questions? 



Mark Gray, Head of Unit, Political Strategy and 
Communication, Directorate-General for International 

Partnerships (DG INTPA), European Commission

Closing remarks



Thank you for your attention. 

We look forward to working with you to make #edd22 a 
great success. 

Additional questions can be sent to 
community@eudevdays.eu

mailto:community@eudevdays.eu

