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The European Development Days: 
a partnership of strong values and 
bold ideas

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

European values and the EDDs

When I addressed the European Development Days 
in Brussels in December 2010 I stated my belief  in 
a Europe that is open and committed to the values 
of  development, freedom and solidarity. These 
values have been central to the European project 
ever since its inception and continue to permeate 
the European Union’s policies and activities to this 
day. They are an intrinsic part of  what makes us 
Europeans. They have also been at the heart of  the 
European Development Days, which have become 
a key fixture in the world’s development calendar in 
less than a decade. 

It was a decade ago that the European Union took 
on the largest and most ambitious enlargement 
project in its history. Solidarity, freedom and a sense 
of  common purpose underpinned this project, as 
they have every other enlargement project before or 
since. They have enabled us to turn a continent left 
divided and poor by war into a strong, prosperous 
and peaceful Union – efforts which, I am immensely 

proud to say, were rewarded with the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 2012. And they have combined with our 
commitment to development in framing our efforts 
to help fellow citizens around the world, whose 
needs are so much greater than ours. 

European citizens support our development efforts 
because they understand that, in our modern world, 
we have the technology and resources to defeat 
poverty. As I said at the European Development 
Days in 2011, all human beings aspire to a dignified 
life for themselves and their children. It is frankly 
unacceptable and incredible that we can send people 
into space but cannot send all our children to school; 
that while so many of  us enjoy levels of  wealth 
previous generations could only dream of, so many 
others struggle to find work and can barely afford to 
put food on the table, heat their homes or get decent 
healthcare for themselves or their families.

That is why our poverty eradication efforts must 
continue. And it is why solidarity and freedom have 
been recurring themes at the EDDs. 
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Importance of  aid

Of  course, the official development assistance 
we provide is a vital part of  our development 
cooperation and poverty eradication efforts. We 
have succeeded in maintaining high levels of  aid 
in the European Union’s budget for 2014 to 2020 
for the next 7 years. Our aid budget, amounting to 
50.1 billion euro, will be mostly targeted towards 
the poorest countries where our aid really has an 
added value. Indeed, 70 per cent of  EU bilateral 
cooperation will be allocated to least developed 
and other low-income countries. We are very proud 
that the European Union and its Member States 
together remain the world’s leading donor. I have 
given my personal backing to a robust and well-
funded EU development policy because I have seen 
with my own eyes the transformational results that 
aid can bring.

The Lisbon Treaty that guides all European Union 
action has clearly made poverty eradication the main 
aim of  EU development policy. It has encouraged us 
to continue looking outwards, even when economic 
difficulties have made it tempting for us to look in 
on ourselves. 
In looking outwards we have seen a changed 
world in which the EU’s development priorities 
must change as well. As a development minister in 
Portugal I witnessed how development cooperation 
based on real partnership, with partner countries 
making their own development choices, can make a 
real difference to people’s lives.

Accordingly, with more advanced countries we are 
exploring more relevant, modern, mutually beneficial 
partnerships, so that we can focus our development 
priorities on those who need our help most.

I am proud that we have made good on the pledge 
I announced in my opening speech at our very first 
EDDs in 2006 – to forge a stronger, more political 
partnership with Africa. This strategic partnership, 
too, is based on shared values, interests and objectives. 
It covers an array of  areas, from peace and security 
to social and human development and economic and 
trade cooperation. And it strives to bring Africa and 
Europe closer together through stronger economic 
cooperation and more sustainable development.
All in all, the time has therefore come for us to move 
on from traditional donor-recipient relationships 
and embrace a shared long-term vision with our 
partners in a globalised world.

Beyond aid

These broader, strategic partnerships will see us open 
up trade links and help countries lay the foundations 
for growth and prosperity to which all people can 
contribute and from which all can benefit. We want 
to build stronger partnerships with civil society and 
new players like the private sector. We are looking 
to help boost domestic resource mobilisation in our 
partner countries. And we are pursuing innovative 
development financing methods to get more from 
the development resources we put in. 
So aid is just part of  the story. Development is not 
just about numbers, but also about values. As I said 
at the 2011 EDDs in Warsaw, good governance, 
human rights democracy and the rule of  law are key 
to the European vision of  development. 

Accordingly, the European Union has been steadfast 
in its support for good governance and democracy 
as a cornerstone of  development, making it a pillar 
of  the Agenda for Change.

Governance and democracy:  
vital to human development

As someone who grew up in a dictatorship I know 
how poor governance and lack of  freedom can wear 
people down, stifle opportunity, choke potential. 
Societies that deny people their basic rights are also 
preventing them from creating wealth and building 
decent lives for themselves and their families as 
valuable and valued members of  the community. In 
doing so, these societies are unwittingly sowing the 
seeds of  their own failure. 

The debates around development and governance 
issues have provided the European Development 
Days with some of  their most moving testimonies 
down the years. At the inaugural EDDs in 2006 we 
welcomed Mo Ibrahim Prize laureate Festus Mogae 
alongside anti-apartheid campaigner Desmond 
Tutu. Aung San Suu Kyi spoke to the 2010 EDDs 
via a video address, just a few weeks after her 
release from house arrest. And then, a year later, we 
gathered in Warsaw with the Arab Spring still fresh 
in our minds. 

As we have learnt from these freedom leaders, 
building "deep democracy" is a complex task. It 
relies on many factors: free elections, institutional 
and legislative reform, a pluralistic system of  parties, 
an independent judiciary and respect for the rule of  
law, fundamental freedoms and minority rights, the 
fight against discrimination, the independence of  
the media, the fight against corruption, transparency 
and accountability. Putting these principles into 
practice remains a challenge for many countries. 
But it is a challenge that must be overcome, because 
to build such a system is to sow important seeds for 
human realisation and growth and development.

I am happy to say that we are close to achieving 
an ambitious external dimension of  the next 
seven-year budget that would express a strong EU 
commitment on democracy and human rights.

The European Instrument for Democracy and 
Human Rights is our main tool in this area. Last 
week, an agreement was reached to increase its 
funding for 2014-2020 by 21 per cent compared to 
the current budget. The part of  it that is dedicated to 
human rights and their defenders … has doubled its 
share, from 10 per cent to 20 per cent of  the program.
Moreover, one of  the financial instruments within 
EU budget to channel development aid, the 
Development Cooperation Instrument, will contain 
from 2014 an additional and new objective: It will 
use a rights-based approach that includes human 
rights in all EU development cooperation activities. 
De facto this will transform the DCI into a pro-
democracy and human rights instrument. This is 
a major achievement that actually goes beyond  
the 40 per cent that you are referring to.

In grappling with the sometimes thorny subject 
of  governance on more than one occasion, the 
European Development Days have once again 
showed that they are at the cutting edge of  the 
development debate. They never shy away from 
even the most challenging development debates. 
And they contribute hugely to shaping the 
development community’s responses on a wide 
range of  topical and recurring issues, not least 
global public goods. Take climate change, for 
instance, which has featured prominently in almost 
all editions of  the European Development Days, 
but which took centre stage along with sustainable 
development at the second EDDs in Lisbon in 
2007. 
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Climate change and other 
domestic and global challenges

In Lisbon I highlighted the duty of  solidarity we 
have towards those developing countries most 
vulnerable to the effects of  climate change.

Climate change is clearly a major development 
challenge. It is seriously affecting developing 
countries, where the greatest adaptation challenges 
lie. The European Union is leading by example 
in combating climate change with its 20-20-20 
strategy. And we are already helping over 30 
partner countries fight climate change through the 
Commission’s Global Climate Change Alliance.

I am very proud of  the lead Europe has taken 
on climate change during the lifetime of  my 
Commission. As I pointed out at the EDDs in 
2009, we were the first to unilaterally cut our own 
emissions of  greenhouse gases. We were also the 
first to promise even more substantial cuts needed 
as part of  an overall deal. And we were the first 
to set out credible funding arrangements to help 
mitigation and adaptation in developing countries. 

On climate change as with so many other 
development issues, the European Development 
Days have given a voice to those who are rarely 
heard; those who produce carbon emissions 
the least and yet suffer the most from the real 
impacts of  climate change. They have included 
Inuit people from Canada and Greenland, whose 
very way of  life is threatened by melting icecaps; 
the prime minister of  the small island state of  
Vanuatu and the President of  the Federated States 
of  Micronesia, whose countries may entirely 

disappear as sea levels rise; and representatives 
from countries such as Niger and Mali, where a 
lack of  water and desertification make the future 
look difficult.

The European Union is taking wide-ranging 
action to provide Europeans with the kind of  
sustainable future we also hope to see for people 
in our partner countries. Through the ambitious 
Europe 2020 Strategy I launched a few years ago 
we are striving to be a smart, sustainable and 
inclusive economy for the 21st century. Through 
our Policy Coherence for Development strategy 
we are seeking to give vent to development aims 
in non-development policies. As a result we are 
pursuing green growth and undertaking thorough 
reforms to our common agricultural, trade 
and fisheries policies to name a few, to benefit 
consumers at home and trading partners abroad.  
As many EDDs speakers have said over the years,  
all policies must be linked.

And in our development cooperation, the Agenda 
for Change we introduced in 2011 to deliver higher 
impact and better results from our development 
cooperation is even now transforming for good the 
way in which we provide aid and fight poverty on 
the ground. It has truly brought our development 
partnerships into the 21st century.

And it will take us forward as we look to help 
the international community shape a new global 
development agenda and agree on a new global 
climate treaty in 2015. 
The various discussions in which we have engaged 
at various editions of  the EDDs have proven 
prescient, not least with regard to the global debate 
on a post-2015 framework, in which sustainable 

development and poverty eradication are the key 
issues.
At the 2007 EDDs we cast a critical eye over the 
state of  progress towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals. This helped spawn the EU’s 
billion euro MDG Initiative, through which we 
have been working with more than 50 countries 
to make progress on the most off-track MDGs, 
including maternal health and access to water 
and sanitation. It also foreshadowed the 2013 
UN event on progress towards the MDGs and the 
global discussions on the post-2015 framework, in 
which the EU has played a leading role, advocating 
a framework that puts the world on track towards 
poverty eradication and sustainable development. 

We are confident that a limited and ambitious set 
of  new goals and targets, for every country in the 
world, is the right way forward, both to eradicate 
poverty and to boost sustainable development. 
These goals should establish a floor under which 
no man, woman or child should fall by 2030. They 
should address not only quantitative targets, but 
also qualitative ones such as standards in education, 
nutrition, access to clean water and air.

We strongly believe that in a post-2015 era, poverty 
eradication and sustainable development cannot 
be considered as two separate things. They are 
really two sides of  the same coin – poverty cannot 
be eradicated if  we do not tackle the challenges 
posed by global environmental degradation at the 
same time. For this reason, I decided that the work 
towards an EU approach on the post-2015 agenda 
should be co-led by the Commission's environment 
and development cooperation services. It is an 
example, I am glad to say, that our Member States 
have followed.

The EDDs shape development ideas

I am immensely proud of  the work the European 
Union is doing. It has had to keep pace with a world 
in constant flux, an evolving development landscape 
and shifts in our relationships with various countries 
and organisations. Throughout these changing 
times, the European Development Days have been 
a reassuring and reliable constant. I am immensely 
proud of  this wonderful project which, since Louis 
Michel and I conceived it, has grown into a truly 
global forum on which the world’s most prominent 
leaders and thinkers from the worlds of  politics, 
NGOs, civil society and business converge every 
year to exchange experiences and develop new ideas 
around the development issues that matter most to 
them and to the people worldwide who most need 
our help. I am grateful to all leaders from Member 
States and partner countries who have accepted my 
invitation to contribute to our forum.

And yet the EDDs are so much more than a talking 
shop. They are a true partnership in which everyone 
has a voice. They have fed into initiatives that have 
helped change the development landscape and 
brought us together around global development 
challenges in a global development partnership that 
will take us ever closer towards our shared aim of  
a poverty-free, sustainable world in which everyone 
has the same chance at a decent life. A world in 
which we can truly state that solidarity, freedom and 
fairness are not a pipe dream but a living reality for 
each and every one of  us. 
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Ideas
Innovative ideas can have a lasting impact on the way the development community works, opening 
people up to new realities and new ways of understanding challenges. Aimed at anticipating future trends, 
European Development Days has served as a sounding board for global thought leadership. 

At every level, participants, moderators and panellists from all corners of the world can participate, put 
forward their ideas, and examine creative solutions to shared problems. As such, the forum provides a 
unique networking and brainstorming platform for the development community, by inviting participants 
to form new relationships and share best practices.
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‘The first responsibility  
is to the people. 
They must be fed. 
You cannot govern 
over dead bodies.’
16 November 2008

Morgan TsvangIraI
President, Movement for Democratic Change, 
Zimbabwe

FooD & EnErgy 

The successive crises of the first decade 
of the twenty-first century have put 
vulnerabilities in the agriculture and 
energy sectors under the spotlight.

More than 1.3 billion people in the world 
do not have access to electricity and  
2.7 billion rely on traditional biomass for 
cooking. This is why the European Union 
is championing access to sustainable 
energy for all. 

Recent and recurrent crises have affected 
31 million people in the Horn of Africa 
and the Sahel region of Africa. Recent 
initiatives seek to break the vicious 
cycle of drought, hunger and poverty 
in crisis-prone areas through sustained 
coordination between humanitarian  
and development assistance.

Worldwide, the poorest are those most 
directly dependent on natural resources 
for their daily survival. The European 
Commission has made the protection 
and sustainable management of natural 
resources a key priority in its poverty 
reduction policies.

European Development Days has helped 
develop links between humanitarian 
and development communities and 
build consensus on how to boost the 
resilience of those affected by disasters.

‘Energy for a country  
is like oxygen 

for the human body.’
7 December 2010

Jakaya MrIsho kIkwETE
President of the Republic  

of Tanzania

‘Every six seconds 
a child dies of malnutrition. 

Over 1 billion people 
will go to bed hungry tonight.’

22 October 2009

oTIvE IgBUzor
Head, International Campaigns, 

ActionAid International

‘Increased food yields do not necessarily mean 
a decrease in hunger; they just mean more food. 
Who is going to get access to that food is a 
different issue.’
17 October 2012

JUsTIn kIlcUllEn
Director, Trócaire

‘Unless we take additional measures, 
hunger will remain the major global 
challenge – the world’s Achilles Heel.’
16 October 2012

DEMETrIs chrIsToFIas

President of the Republic of Cyprus

‘If the food and financial crises 
have taught us anything, 

it is to expect the unexpected.’
22 October 2009

ErnEsT BaI koroMa
President of the Republic  

of Sierra Leone



   1514  - Ideas

‘Despite increased commitment to tackling AIDS 
over 5 million people living with HIV 
who desperately need treatment 
still do not have access to life saving drugs. 
For every two people who do start treatment, 
another five become infected.’
22 October 2009

MIchEl sIDIBé
Executive Director,  
Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

‘Gender equality  
is good economics.’

6 December 2012

krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
EU Commissioner for International 

Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and 
Crisis Response

‘According to Interpol, 65 000 people 
died as a result of terrorism  
over the past 40 years. 
This year, 200 000 people died 
from the trade in fake medicine.’
7 December 2010

Mo IBrahIM
Founding Chairman, Mo Ibrahim Foundation

Ill health is both a cause and effect 
of poverty. In a vicious cycle, poverty 
generates ill health, and poor health,  
in turn, brings more poverty.

As a result, the EU is taking action 
in healthcare as well as in other 
sectors such as nutrition, water and 
sanitation. The EU also promotes 
better information and education for 
healthier behaviour and road safety.

In the health sector, the EU supports 
the fight against single pandemics 
and is focusing on the effective 
strengthening of healthcare systems  
in partner countries.

Gender equality is essential for growth 
and poverty reduction, and it is key to 
reaching the Millennium Development 
Goals. However, gender inequalities 
are still entrenched in many cultural, 
social and political systems. In the 
developing world, women suffer 
disproportionately from poverty and 
its related ills, such as malnutrition, 
poor health and illiteracy.

The EU promotes internationally 
recognised principles such as the 
Millennium Development Declaration 
and the Beijing Platform for Action.

‘Women are victims of discrimination 
in every country in the world.’

23 October 2009

FrEDrIk rEInFElDT
Prime Minister of Sweden

hUMan DEvElopMEnT  

‘Human beings must be 
at the centre of development. 

They must be able to 
make their own decisions.’

6 December 2010

yvEs lETErME 
Prime Minister of Belgium

‘You do not get development 
without basic infrastructure.’
22 October 2009

hElEn clark
Administrator, United Nations 
Development Programme
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‘The social dimension 
of the economy is close to my heart 
because if development can support 
and consolidate democracy, 
there can be no political stability,  
any stability whatsoever,  
without social justice.’
16 october 2012

Macky sall
President of the Republic of Senegal

‘The redistribution of wealth 
tends to suggest a passive approach. 

But as far as we are concerned, 
it is about empowering people to play a 

part in combating poverty through work.  
You can only redistribute what you have, 

so we need to create work.’
16 October 2012

arManDo gUEBUza
President of the Republic of Mozambique

‘Find how you can do things in a business way, 
not for making personal money 
but to solve problems in a sustainable way. 
That’s what we call social business.’
24 October 2009

MUhaMMaD yUnUs
2006 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Founding Managing Director, Grameen Bank

‘We need to see more innovation 
 in the relationship between 

governments and the private sector.'
22 October 2009

Mary roBInson
Former President of Ireland 

President, Ethical Globalization Initiative 
Vice-President, Club of Madrid

socIal proTEcTIon

‘Inequality is not just morally repugnant; 
it is bad for social and economic progress.’

27 November 2013

wInnIE ByanyIMa
Executive Director, Oxfam International

‘Poverty eradication must remain 
our greatest priority in the coming years. 
Direct focus has to be placed on 
the working poor and underemployment. 
We must ensure that governments develop 
social protection frameworks to combat 
the various dimensions of poverty and inequality.’
26 November 2013

porTIa sIMpson MIllEr
Prime Minister of Jamaica

Just as important as health and gender 
equality, employment and social 
protection are essential pillars for 
the strengthening of democracy and 
the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals.

People need protection against the 
risks and shocks that can drive them 
into poverty. Social protection enables 
people to consume, acquire assets and 
make investments

Stable employment and better jobs
can lift individuals and households  
out of poverty. Strengthening 
employment policies, providing 
efficient technical education and 
vocational training and improving 
social protection systems are high 
priorities at both European Union  
and international levels.
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‘People need institutions 
and institutions need 

democratic procedures. 
Parliament is the most 
important institution in 

every democratic system.'
 23 October 2009

JErzy BUzEk
President of the European Parliament

‘You can only have effective 
democracy when  
the institutions are strong.’
15 December 2011

gary conIllE
Prime Minister of Haiti

‘It is a triumph for democracy 
that the current legislature is [...] 

the most difficult the government 
has ever had to face.’

17 November 2006

aMaDoU ToUManI ToUré
President of the Republic of Mali

‘The kind of judicial system needed in Mauritania 
is one that is independent of power and corruption, 
free from the influence of individuals 
and interest groups, and feared and respected 
by society for its integrity.’
17 November 2006

Ely MohaMMED vall 
President of the Republic of Mauritania

‘The challenge remains to strengthen 
political party capacity and political culture. 
The EU should do an assessment 
of how to effectively support 
political capacity building.’
16 December 2011

MohaMMED oUzzInE
Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Morocco

Human rights, democracy and other 
key elements of good governance are 
a top priority for cooperation between 
the European Union and its partner 
countries worldwide. They are integral 
to effective work on poverty alleviation 
and conflict prevention and resolution, 
not to mention valuable bulwarks 
against terrorism.

Poverty reduction cannot be achieved 
without a government able to serve 
the public interest effectively by 
being accountable to its citizens and 
respecting the rule of law. The European 
Union’s approach to governance takes 
into account its political, economic, 
social, cultural and environmental 
dimensions.

European Development Days has been 
a regular opportunity to reaffirm the 
contribution made by public freedoms 
and democracy to a prosperous and 
equitable economy. The forum has also 
given a platform to freedom fighters 
from around the world.

DEMocracy

‘Democracy shall not be sustainable 
without accountability.

15 December 2011

lEch wałęsa
1983 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

Former President of Poland, 
Founder, Solidarność

‘Democracy requires more than elections, 
it also requires institutions.’
23 October 2009

aMr MoUssa
Secretary-General, League of Arab States
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‘The shift in the development discourse 
confirms that good governance 
can only come from within, 
with the partners from the outside 
encouraging home-grown processes.’
17 November 2006

paUl kagaME
President of the Republic of Rwanda

‘The question about 
when to introduce democracy 
to a country is paternalistic. 
We need to empower people 
so they can do it themselves.’
15 December 2011

hEIDI haUTala
Minister for International Development, 
Finland

‘Democracy that is imposed from outside 
implies that the new government 

is ultimately accountable to 
the external source of change. 

Accountability to external forces rather than citizens 
would be contrary to the central tenets of democracy.’

17 November 2006

MElEs zEnawI
Prime Minister of Ethiopi

‘Democracy cannot survive 
without development. 
Democracy needs roads,  
it needs schools, 
it needs hospitals, 
it needs jobs, 
it needs prosperity.’
15 November 2006

Mark Malloch Brown
United Nations Deputy Secretary-General

‘In the long run, neither policy reforms 
nor investment in infrastructure 

nor human development 
by themselves will deliver results 

without transparent and 
accountable government.’

15 November 2006

paUl wolFowITz
President of the World Bank Group

‘We have the longest experience 
of democracy in Asia, 
but the majority of people live 
in grinding poverty. 
It is time to demonstrate that 
poverty is not a function of democracy.’
17 October 2012

JEJoMar BInay
Vice-President of the Republic of the Philippines

DEMocracy

‘Without accountability, human rights, 
and democracy in recipient countries, 

taxpayers in donor countries 
will not support development aid.’

23 October 2009

gUnIlla carlsson
Minister for International Development 

Cooperation, Sweden
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‘Nothing in the 21st century  
is more fragile 
than a dictatorship.’
15 December 2011

MIkhEIl saakashvIlI
President of the Republic of Georgia

‘If one wants to promote 
good governance and democracy, 

one needs people that are able 
to access the information 

that enables them to do that.’
23 October 2009

EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

President of the Republic of Liberia  

‘There is no doubt that free media 
and civil society enhances 

accountability and transparency.’
17 November 2006

aBsaloM ThEMBa DlaMInI
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Swaziland ‘We have changed our country 

to parliamentary democracy. 
We have, however, a scarcity of political information. 
We need to learn [...] about the development 
of political parties, NGOs, mass media, etc.’
15 December 2011

roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan

DEMocracy

‘You need three things to keep 
public-private partnerships 

operational and efficient: 
strong and capable local government; 

a responsible private sector [...] 
and a vibrant civil society. 

Everyone knows it’s dangerous to leave 
government and business alone in a room.’

17 October 2012

DavID MElUa
Secretary General, National Association of Local 

Authorities, Georgia

‘If the world changes, 
it is because citizens 
are engaged and aware.’
23 October 2009

Eva Joly
Chair, Committee on Development,  
European Parliament

‘Unless citizens insist 
that promises are kept, 

politicians feel very lonely.’
22 October 2009

hUgUETTE laBEllE
Chair, Board of Directors, 

Transparency International

‘We will ultimately fail, 
if we do nothing 
to stop the tide of corruption.’
15 December 2011

akErE MUna
Vice-Chair, International Board of Directors, 
Transparency International
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‘Burundi has learned lessons 
from its history and is convinced 

that dialogue and co-operation are 
the only paths to democracy, 

reconciliation, and lasting peace.’
17 November 2006

pIErrE nkUrUnzIza
President of the Republic of Burundi

‘There is no way in which we are going 
to be able to win wars agains terror 
as long as there are conditions 
in so many parts of the world 
that make people feel desperate.’
17 November 2006

DEsMonD TUTU
1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate  
Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town

‘Current developments in the sub-Saharan Sahel 
show how important it is to consider security 

when we consider development. 
Security must be a pillar of development.

26 November 2013

MahaMaDoU IssoUFoU
President of the Republic of Niger

No sustainable development is possible 
in a country threatened by internal 
insecurity, crisis and conflicts. At the 
same time, there cannot be sustainable 
peace without development. Moreover, 
insecurity, crisis and conflicts can 
impede the efficient use of aid. Peace 
and security are now widely understood 
as prerequisites for development progress.

In Europe and other developed 
countries, we take it for granted that the 
state will be there to ensure our security, 
uphold the rule of law, and provide us 
with a whole range of services, from 
collecting rubbish and building roads to 
providing education and social security. 
But there are places in the world where 
the state cannot or does not manage to 
perform its core tasks.

Tackling the causes of conflict and 
fragility has become a priority of the 
international community  
as it looks to develop a new framework 
for a post-2015 – and increasingly 
interconnected – world. European 
Development Days has pioneered 
debates on development solutions to 
security threats including piracy, drug 
trafficking or terrorism.

sEcUrITy & FragIlITy

‘Hungry billions are not only 
a moral disgrace. 
Underdevelopment is a global problem 
threatening us all.‘
24 October 2009

karEl DE gUchT 
European Commissioner for Development  
and Humanitarian Aid

‘Many countries spiral in 
and out of conflict so we 
need to address today’s 
disputes and injustices.’
17 October 2012

nancy lInDBorg
Assistant Administrator, United 
States Agency for International 
Development

'We must rebuild capable states 
that [...] can defend their sovereignty 
without threatening the stability of their partners; 
states where power is exercised 
not to the benefit of the few, 
but to meet the aspirations of the entire population.'
15 November 2006

gUy vErhoFsTaDT
Prime Minister of Belgium

‘Good governance is the most effective way 
to ensure our development, restore our stability, 

and prevent our country from plunging 
into chaos and violence.’

17 November 2006

ahMaD kaBBah
President of the Republic of Sierra Leone 
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clIMaTE changE

Climate change is the greatest challenge 
to our planet and it threatens to undo 
years of progress in development. 
With extreme weather events on the 
increase, Europe is going ahead with 
its unconditional commitment to cut 
greenhouse gases emissions by  
20 % below 1990 levels, while the 2020 
Strategy for Sustainable and Inclusive 
Growth also demonstrates the role of 
tackling climate change in creating jobs 
and boosting energy security.

Furthermore, ensuring access to 
renewable energy sources and clean 
technologies, the protection of 
forest and biodiversity, and fighting 
desertification will remain core elements 
of the European Union’s development 
assistance towards a sustainable, climate 
resilient, low emission development path. 

European Development Days has 
been an occasion both to reiterate 
the position of the European Union 
on climate change, and to give voice 
to the leaders of nations whose most 
vulnerable are bearing the costs of 
inaction.

‘You will not have 
the development and growth 

you want to see in the 21st century 
unless you fight climate change.’

27 November 2013

connIE hEDEgaarD
EU Commissioner for Climate Action

‘While the economic crisis  
is a crisis of a generation,  
climate change is a  
once-in-a-millennium crisis.’
24 October 2009

carl BIlDT
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sweden

‘In Africa, where economies are based 
largely on agriculture, climate change 
has brought about profound changes 

in agricultural systems, sparking serious 
failures in food safety and therefore 
dramatic population movements in 

search of better conditions life.’
7 November 2007

José socraTEs
Prime Minister of Portugal

‘Countries in Africa 
are simultaneously experiencing 
draughts and floods.  
If solutions are not found, 
destabilising migration will continue.’
7 November 2007

MarIa MUTagaMBa
Minister of Water and Environment, Uganda

‘Failing to address climate change 
will produce instability 
around the world. 
A large number of failed states  
will emerge – an outcome 
the world cannot accept 
and must prevent.’
22 October 2009

raJEnDra k. pachaUrI
Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

‘When our endangered planet sinks 
as a result of climate change, 

we will all go under. 
There will be no distinction between 
developed and developing countries. 

[...] We must hold each other’s 
hands and work together.’

24 October 2009

raIla oDInga
Prime Minister of Kenya
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‘Micronesia is on the verge of drowning. 
Climate change threatens our very existence. 

The small island states cannot 
address climate change alone.’

24 October 2009

EManUEl Manny MorI
President of the Federated States of Micronesia

‘The Maldives will raise the issue  
of the human dimension 

of climate change 
–that environmental protection 

is a fundamental human right.’
7 November 2007

MaUMoon aBDUl gayooM
President of the Republic of The Maldives

‘We cannot meet the challenges  
of climate change alone. [...] 
We need funding that is timely 
and accessible.’
22 October 2009

EDwarD naTapEI
Prime Minister of Vanuatu

‘Time is of supreme importance 
in facing climate change. 
Delay would only increase the cost 
of adaptation and mitigation.’
24 October 2009

shEIkh hasIna
Prime Minister of Bangladesh

clIMaTE changE

‘Because of the global nature of the problem, 
people can no longer leave climate change 

to nation-state governments that seek 
to protect national interests only, but must 
assert themselves as citizens of the planet. 

Individuals and civil society must take 
responsibility. We must look at our own 

carbon footprints.’
 7 November 2007

salEEMUl hUq
Director, International Institute  

for Environment and Development

‘It would be very irresponsible 
for our generation not to act.’
22 October 2009

MarIo MolIna
1995 Nobel Chemistry Prize Laureate Founder, 
Centro Molina

‘New technologies and clean energy 
will result in new jobs, new inventions 
and other complementary production techniques 
that will lead to greater prosperity. 
This may be difficult to measure, 
but do not underestimate 
the optimistic upside of all of this.’
7 November 2007

kEMal DErvIs
Administrator, United Nations  
Development Programme

‘The shift towards a global 
low-carbon society throws up 

huge economic opportunities.’
24 October 2009 

MargoT wallsTröM
Vice-President, European Commission
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polIcy cohErEncE 

To accelerate progress towards 
achieving the Millennium Development 
Goals, the European Union also 
considers how non-aid policies can assist 
developing countries in eradicating 
poverty. 

Since the European Consensus on 
Development was agreed in 2005 and 
even more so since the ratification 
of the Lisbon Treaty in 2009, the 
European Union is compelled to 
minimise contradictions from and 
to seek synergies with its domestic 
policies when they have an impact on 
developing countries.

Policy coherence for development has 
become an overarching objective of the 
European Union.

European Development Days has hosted 
discussions on each of the reports 
assessing progress in the field of policy 
coherence in 2007, 2009, 2011 and 2013.

On trade, the forum has led debates on 
how to ensure a development-friendly 
and sustainable outcome for the Doha 
Development Agenda and the Economic 
Partnership Agreements with African, 
Caribbean and Pacific countries (ACP).

‘Current consumption patterns 
are not sustainable, but who is ready 
to get out of the comfort zone?’
08 November 2007

anna TIBaIJUka
United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
(UN-HABITAT)

‘We are living in danger of the 
consequences of a climate change 

that we did not cause. 
These problems are the direct 

consequence of the lifestyle 
of the developed world. 

Paradoxically, we are being called on 
to imitate the lifestyle 

of production and consumption 
prevalent in developed countries.’

22 October 2009

aBDoU DIoUF
Secretary-General, Organisation internationale  

de la Francophonie

‘I urge the EU, 
please do not have trade relations 

or conduct shameful trade deals 
with non-democratic countries, 

as this does nothing but help 
these evil regimes to further 

suppress their people.’
15 December 2011

 shIrIn EBaDI
2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

Founding President 
Centre for the Defence of Human Rights

‘With regard to market access, most African exports 
already enter the EU market at zero tariff duty. 
We are not asking the same of the African regions 
but we are supporting the creation of regional markets 
through elimination of intra-regional tariff barriers.’
15 November 2006

pETEr ManDElson
European Commissioner for External Trade

‘The process of reform 
is particularly challenging 

in countries like mine 
that are exposed to 

the escalating energy vulnerabilities 
of being a small island state.  

In this transition period, 
we look towards aid for trade as vital 

to enabling us to graduate from 
preference-dependent economies 

to fully competitive ones.’
17 November 2006

navInchanDra raMgoolaM
Prime Minister of Mauritius

‘It is not enough 
to concentrate all our efforts 

in the producer counties. 
People who benefit from 

proceeds of conflict diamonds 
are also party to the 

violation of human rights.’
17 November 2006

FEsTUs MogaE
President of the Republic of Botswana

‘In engaging with our partners,  
we call for [...] economic 
partnerships and trade 
agreements that do not 
undermine Africa’s quest 
for integration and 
industrialisation.’
26 November 2013

nkosazana DlaMInI-zUMa
Chairperson, Commission of the 
African Union
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The European Union as a whole is 
the most generous donor of official 
development aid worldwide. In 2010, 
it provided over EUR 53 billion – more 
than 50 % of global aid. The European 
Commission is responsible for the 
management of EUR 11 billion of aid 
per year, putting it in second place 
among donors globally.

Increasing the effectiveness of 
aid means ensuring that aid helps 
developing countries to improve the 
welfare of their poorest populations. 
For this reason, aid must be genuinely 
focused on development  priorities set 
by these countries.

Developing countries bear the 
primary responsibility for their own 
development, but the EU accepts 
its share of responsibility and 
accountability for the joint efforts 
undertaken in partnership.

International cooperation is also a 
constantly expanding and evolving 
field, and new actors are emerging. 
Future EU development aid spending 
will target countries that are in 
greatest need of external support and 
where it can really make a difference, 
including fragile states.

coopEraTIon 

‘The relationship between Africa 
and the EU has evolved from 

cooperation to a strategic partnership 
based on an equal relationship 

and an inclusive process.’
23 October 2009

alpha oUMar konaré
Former Chairperson of the Commission  

of the African Union

‘Co-operation is often marked by friendships, 
and even complicity, but also by questioning 
 when the circumstances demand 
– and that also is friendship.’
17 November 2006

FrançoIs BozIzé
President of the Central African Republic

‘Development is the state’s responsibility. 
We need strong leadership and ownership.’

7 December 2010

MaDhav kUMar nEpal
Prime Minister of Nepal

‘The bleak situation we see today 
is due to insufficient involvement 
of Africans themselves, 
as well as payment procedures 
that are too long and complex 
and often incompatible 
with the urgency of 
the problems being addressed.’
17 November 2006

MaMaDoU TanDJa
President of the Republic of Niger

‘It is up to Africans, 
African leaders first and foremost, 
to achieve development in Africa. 
Nevertheless, in order to achieve 
development, Africa requires 
strong partnerships.’
26 November 2013

José MarIa pErEIra nEvEs
Prime Minister of Cape Verde
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‘Poland has been a beneficiary of aid. […] 
Today we are an active donor. […] 
We are always ready to share 
our experience and counsel.’
15 December 2011

BronIsław koMorowskI
President of the Republic of Poland

‘South-South versus North-South 
cooperation is not an either-or option. 

South-South cooperation is an addition 
to traditional North-South cooperation, 

capable of bringing added value 
to international partnerships.’

15 December 2011

MohaMED IBn chaMBas
Secretary-General, Secretariat of the African, Caribbean 

and Pacific Group of States

‘In a constantly changing world, 
[…] Europe must also evolve 
in its approach and maintain 
its rightful place by our side 
in a spirit of solidarity.’
17 October 2012

alI Bongo oDIMBa
President of the Republic of Gabon

‘It is important to understand 
that the crisis the world is in 

is not simply a financial crisis. 
It is an economic crisis, 

as well as a food, water, migration, 
security and resource crisis. 
We have a multi-polar crisis 

that cannot be resolved 
until all stakeholders 

are around the table.’
16 November 2008

DonalD kaBErUka
President, African Development Bank

‘We are in a new global landscape, 
with mass communication, 
migration and urbanisation, 
and youth unemployment. 
So we must involve everybody. 
No one can do everything, 
but everyone can do something.’
27 November 2013

Jan ElIasson
Deputy Secretary- 
General of the  
United Nations

coopEraTIon 
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‘In a global world, 
good governance cannot be 
confined to national action.’

17 November 2006

BlaIsE coMpaoré
President of the Republic of Burkina Faso

‘If we are prepared to delegate 
powers to the market, 
why not delegate 
a little of our sovereignty 
to global governance?’
9 November 2007

valEnTInE sEnDanyoyE rUgwaBIza
Deputy Director-General,  
World Trade Organization

gloBal govErnancE 

The commitment to effective 
multilateralism, with the United Nations 
at its core, is a central element of the 
European Union’s external policy. This 
commitment is rooted in the conviction  
that to be able to respond to global 
crises, challenges and threats, the 
international community needs an 
efficient multilateral system, founded  
on universal rules and values.

European Development Days has been  
a landmark on the international 
calendar, providing a sounding board 
for world leaders to address our planet’s 
most challenging issues – including the 
response to the food, energy, climate 
and economic crises or the reshaping 
of the institutional set up of global 
governance.

‘When developing answers to a crisis 
that has become global, there is a 
need for global solutions. So everyone 
has to take part in finding solutions. 
When the Bretton Woods system was 
set up in 1945, we were colonies. 
We were not there. Today we are. 
And we think that the others must not act 
as if we were not there, 
as if we were still colonies.’
16 November 2008

JEan pIng
Chairperson, Commission of the African Union

‘This is not 1944, but 2008. 
I don’t know how many the 
G-whatever will add up to, 
but I do know that it will be 
a much bigger G [...] 
with the voice of Africa.’
16 November 2008

wangarI MaaThaI
2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Founder, Green Belt Movement

‘We need to look at the participation of 
African leaders at international meetings. 

You can’t talk about Africa in the UN, 
the International Monetary Fund 

or the World Bank without 
Africa being present.’

17 December 2012

JoycE BanDa
President of the Republic of Malawi

‘The United Nations model 
where only Member States 

talk to Member States without 
including the private sector 

is no longer the model 
we need in the 21st century.’

16 November 2008

MIchEl kazaTchkInE
Executive Director,  

Global Fund to Fight AIDS,  
Tuberculosis and Malaria
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Lorium ipsum: lorium ipsum 
dolorium
loUIs MIchEl
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid

Lorium ipsum
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Editions
Organised by the European Commission, European Development Days is Europe’s premier forum on 
international affairs and development cooperation. Over the years, it has been one of the fastest-growing 
international forums and has become a landmark fixture in the development calendar.

Launched in 2006, its scope and scale have increased year-on-year, as links with new networks are made, 
relationships with new partners forged, and new platforms created. Each year, the forum has brought 
together thousands of stakeholders for discussions, meetings, best practice exchanges and networking 
opportunities.
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15 November 2006. From the start, European Development Days has 
attracted influential leaders from around the world. Eight heads of state 
and government came together for the first-day high-level sessions with 
European Commission President José Manuel Barroso, Belgian Prime 
Minister Guy Verhofstadt and World Bank Group President.

2006
15-17 november, Brussels
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Theme

In the eyes of the EU, good governance is an imperative – 
applying both to partner countries and donors alike. Good 
governance involves participatory, transparent and accountable 
leadership. It is also effective and equitable whilst promoting  
the rule of law.

In 10 roundtables, participants discussed the full range of 
governance challenges, including: the fight against corruption, 
the voice of civil society, the role of the media, building 
a culture of democracy, social rights, the protection of 
vulnerable groups, the rehabilitation of the state, migration, 
natural resource management and new paradigms shaping 
cooperation. Another roundtable brought together six former 
African presidents who shared their views on how to transfer 
power peacefully.

In the final plenary session, 16 African leaders including 
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni and Rwandan President 
Paul Kagamé, presented their strategies to improve governance 
in their countries. They agreed on the importance of engaging 
civil society, ensuring sustainable growth and providing 
equitable benefits for citizens.

The first edition of European 
Development Days (EDD06) in Brussels 
brought together a broad cross-section 
of stakeholders to debate governance 
in Africa, following the introduction of 
‘incentive mechanisms’ in the European 
Union’s support programmes.

The forum allowed the EU to discuss  
with African partners its approach  
of linking aid increases to political and 
economic reforms. This policy stands  
in contrast to China’s ‘no questions 
asked’ approach, which the Chinese 
codified in a new agreement to increase 
economic cooperation with Africa just 
days before the forum.

EDD06 laid the foundations for what  
has become an annual fixture on  
the development calendar.

2 723 
participants

58
exhibitors

17
sessions

120
speakers

127
countries

53
bilaterals

16 November 2006. Peter Mandelson, European Commissioner for 
Trade, greets Amadou Toumani Touré, President of Mali. Economic 
Partnership Agreements were at the centre of many bilateral talks 
during the forum. Economic Partnership Agreements are trade and 
development agreements negotiated between the EU and African, 
Caribbean and Pacific regions engaged in a regional economic 
integration process.
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‘Today, we are starting to cooperate as partners and neighbours. 
This is where our shared future lies: in a new strategic alliance 
between the European Union and Africa.’
15 November 2006

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

Outcome

The first edition produced two important outcomes.

First, it demonstrated to Europeans the need for an annual 
gathering of development actors to discuss major issues in 
international cooperation in an open, multi-stakeholder format. 
It reinforced the principles of the European Consensus on 
Development (2005) and illustrated a shared desire for greater 
aid effectiveness. The diversity of the forum allowed participants  
to address contemporary challenges without the paternalism  
and distrust that has stalled progress in the past.

Second, the partnership that developed between Europe  
and Africa became a great source of satisfaction and pride.  
It showed mutual readiness to embark on a more constructive 
and balanced partnership based on open and frank dialogue. 
In that spirit, as European Commission President José Manuel 
Barroso explained, EDD06 paved the way for the 2007 EU-Africa 
Summit in Lisbon, Portugal. This gathering had not taken place 
since its first edition in Cairo, Egypt in 2000.

17 November 2006. Louis Michel, European Commissioner for 
Development and Humanitarian Aid, welcomes Marc Ravalomanana, 
President of Madagascar to the first edition of the European 
Development Days.

‘You triumphed because you invested in 
democracy, freedom and peace because 
development and prosperity require peace and 
good governance. You showed near-zero tolerance 
of corruption. You upheld the fundamental rights  
of all, the freedom of expression, of association,  
the freedom of movement. You helped to 
establish the rule of law. You had accountable and 
transparent governance. A vibrant and free press. 
And you had an engaged and lively civil society, 
vigilant watchdogs; for they say the price of 
freedom is eternal vigilance.’ 
17 November 2006

DEsMonD TUTU
1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town
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Memorable 

The 1984 Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu delivered an eloquent closing address that 
became one of the most memorable moments of EDD06. 
His words still resonate in the hearts and minds of those who 
attended, and his message struck a chord: Africans themselves 
need to drive the change they are seeking. Change must come 
from within. The Archbishop presented two powerful arguments. 

First, he reminded participants that Africa has a long, but little 
understood democratic tradition. Many African societies have 
been consensus-driven: ‘In African traditional governance 
the good ruler was one who sat with his council, for it was a 
participatory system. He sat and listened. And the good ruler 
was he who, at the end, would then be able to sum it all up  

in the consensus of his community. It is a gross untruth to 
suggest that democracy is alien to Africa.’ After reminding 
Africans of their great historical figures, their successes and 
progress, Tutu invited the continent to move forward with 
confidence and in a spirit of solidarity.

Second, he emphasised the legacy of Ubuntu, a southern 
African philosophy. ‘The gift we can give the world is our 
concept of Ubuntu, where you say, “My humanity is bound up 
in your humanity. I need you in order for me to be me. I need 
you to be you.” Ubuntu teaches that you cannot enjoy your 
prosperity on your own. 'The only way we will ever be safe and 
secure is together. The only way we can hope to be prosperous, 
ultimately, is together.’ 

'It is not the impossible that brings despair,  
but the possible unattained.’
17 November 2006

ThoMas yayI BonI
President of the Republic of Benin

‘The only way we will ever be safe and 
secure is together. The only way we can 
hope to be prosperous, ultimately,  
is together.’

17 November 2006. Tutu’s oratory talent prompted a spectrum  
of emotion amongst participants, from tears to laughter.
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7 November 2007. Commission President José Manuel Barroso arrives 
at Lisbon’s Feira Internacional at the Parque das Nações with former 
Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan, Prime Minister  
of Portugal José Socrates and the President of the Maldives Maumoon 
Abdul Gayoom, on the left.
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2007
7-9 november, Lisbon



56  - Editions

Theme

Climate change is a matter of life and death for many 
populations in developing countries. The world’s poor will be 
hit hardest by global warming, yet ironically they emit the least 
greenhouse gases. Most – if not all – development efforts over 
the past 50 years are at risk of being washed away if the rise  
in average temperatures cannot be held in check. In 2007,  
the figures were already of grave concern: 40 % of coral 
reefs had disappeared and 1 % of tropical forests were being 
destroyed annually. In the next decade, it was estimated that 
crop yields could drop by 50 %. Reports of floods, hurricanes, 
fires, heat waves, droughts throughout the world have hit 
headlines with alarming regularity.

Structured around four roundtables and two high-level 
panels, participants at EDD07 discussed the need for stronger 
partnerships among actors. They discussed the importance of 
addressing vulnerability and adaptation, growth and mitigation, 
poverty and urbanisation, as well as the preservation of global 
public goods. Participants agreed that world leaders must  
be compelled to act sooner rather than later in the face  
of the immediate and irreversible consequences at stake. 

The second edition of European 
Development Days (EDD07) convened 
in Lisbon with climate change in 
developing countries at the top of the 
agenda. World leaders would soon 
be gathering in Bali, Indonesia for 
the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference and forum participants were 
asking whether developing countries 
could respond and adapt to the climate 
crisis.  Discussions focused on how 
to respond to the needs of vulnerable 
developing countries and address the 
links between climate change, poverty 
and migration. 

Organised by the European Commission 
in cooperation with the Portuguese 
Presidency of the European Union, 
EDD07 initiated a truly open and 
participatory process that has become 
a hallmark of the forum. Many 
stakeholders led and hosted sessions 
on how climate change could affect 
development and impact the lives  
of poor, vulnerable people.

2 170 
participants

90
exhibitors

26
sessions

117
speakers

100
countries

15
bilaterals

7 November 2007. Maumoon Abdul Gayoom, President of the 
Republic of The Maldives, spoke at the opening ceremony.  
He witnessed the dramatic situation in his country: 'Earlier this 
year, the Maldives experienced tidal surges on nearly 80 islands. 
Never in our documented history have so many islands been 
simultaneously flooded over and to such an extent.’

'The Maldives will raise the issue  
of the human dimension of climate 
change – that environmental  
protection is a fundamental  
human right.’
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Outcome

The consensus was that while acting now may be costly,  
the cost of inaction is far greater.

‘For far too long we have considered climate change as a 
problem for the future. But we must remember that climate 
change is an all-encompassing threat. It is not an issue of rich 
versus poor, of north versus south. It’s a global issue and we are 
seeing its effects everywhere,’ said Kofi Annan, President of the 
Global Humanitarian Forum on 7 November 2007. In response 
to the former Secretary-General’s call, EDD07 heralded a 
process where the EU and developing countries work together 
against climate change in a strong political partnership that also 
advances the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

During the forum, the European Commission highlighted its 
most recent initiative, the Global Climate Change Alliance, 
which provides technical expertise to the world’s poorest 
countries to integrate their national development and climate 

change strategies. The Alliance has been supporting measures 
to reduce emissions from deforestation, take advantage of 
the global carbon market and help developing countries to 
better prepare for natural disasters. The Commission has also 
supported partner countries in routinely applying prevention, 
adaptation and mitigation policies.

The European Union brought to the forum two decades of 
leadership on climate change and five decades of development 
cooperation experience to the discussion. Europe had already 
taken the lead on climate change by setting a target to reduce 
EU greenhouse emissions by at least 20 % by 2020, with an 
increase to 30 % if global agreement could be found. The EU 
has consistently pushed the plight of developing countries, 
recognising that the poorest countries are often the hardest hit. 
The EU also designated the environment as a priority theme in 
the EUR 22 billion European Development Fund, which closed  
in 2013. 

‘Climate change is the greatest challenge of our generation. 
Developed countries have a special responsibility to take the lead in cutting emissions 
and pushing a comprehensive, global agreement on future climate action, in the UN 
framework. [...] We are determined to help developing countries to face the impact of 
climate change on the environment and on human and social development.’
7 November 2007

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

‘We are all bound together  
as human beings. If we remain 
indifferent to the suffering  
of others, we are only  
depriving ourselves of  
our own humanity.  
We need to act together  
as humanity, for humanity.  
And now is the time.’

7 November 2007. The most memorable moment of EDD07 was the 
special address by Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of the United 
Nations and President of the Global Humanitarian Forum. Annan 
emphasised the immediate, all-encompassing and universal challenge 
that climate change poses.
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Partnership

EDD07 helped foster closer ties between the EU and 
its Portuguese-speaking partner countries, opening up 
opportunities for cooperation on development. The European 
Commission signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with both the African Countries of Portuguese Official 
Language (PALOP) and the Community of Portuguese Speaking 
Countries (CPLP).

These groupings include countries that are not geographical 
neighbours but nonetheless have strong cultural links: Angola, 
Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, São Tomé 
and Príncipe, and Timor-Leste. The MoUs were expected to 
strengthen mutual cooperation, including the sharing of human 
resources in the health sector, education, trade, investment, 
justice and employment.

Report

In addition to climate change, EDD07 addressed policy 
coherence for development and advanced partnerships with 
Portuguese-speaking countries. The first progress report on the 
coherence of European domestic policies with its development 
objectives was published in 2007 and widely debated at EDD07. 

The European Consensus on Development detailed the EU’s 
commitment towards policy coherence in December 2005. 
Acknowledging that some of its policies could have a significant 
impact outside the EU – either contributing to or undermining 
its development policy – the Consensus sought to minimise 
contradictions and build synergies among policies. In 2005, 
the EU agreed to apply the policy coherence for development 
approach in 12 policy areas, aimed at accelerating progress 
towards the MDGs for development.

'Policy coherence for development is a dimension of EU development policy  
that will continue to gain considerable momentum in the years to come.  
It will greatly contribute to increasing the impact of our aid.'
8 November 2007

loUIs MIchEl
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid

Louis Michel, European Commissioner for Development 
and Humanitarian Aid, made an opening statement at the 
launch of the first progress report on policy coherence  
for development. 



15 November 2008. 2 500 delegates attended the opening ceremony 
of the third edition of the European Development Days which featured 
President of Burkina Faso Blaise Compaore, President of Mali Amadou 
Toumani Touré, Marc Ravalomanana, President of Madagascar, 
Secretary General of the Organisation internationale de la francophonie 
Abdou Diouf and President of the Commission of the African Union 
Jean Ping.
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15-17 november, Strasbourg
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Theme

EDD08 took place at the halfway point of the deadline for 
the Millennium Development Goals. Participants stressed 
throughout the forum the importance of local action to meet 
the MDGs.  This core theme drew much-needed attention to 
issues of local governance, decentralised cooperation and the 
role of the local authorities and civil society in development. 
Nearly 40 sessions, including workshops, panels and other 
events, were held with a multi-stakeholder approach.

The message was one of cohesion: meeting the MDGs hinges 
on the involvement of every level of society. EDD08 called for a 
greater role for Europe's local authorities in development action 
and showed how they too could contribute to governance, 
democracy, access to essential services – including education 
and health – and adaptation to climate change. 

This focus on the local level was a natural next step for the EU. 
Earlier in 2008, the Communication, ‘Local Authorities: Actors 
for Development’ put forward a series of measures recognising 
the role of local authorities and decentralised cooperation.  
In 2007, the European Commission began financing 
development cooperation projects implemented by local  
and regional authorities through its ‘Non-State Actors – Local 
Authorities’ programme.

On 15-17 November 2008, the European 
Commission organised the third edition  
of European Development Days (EDD08) 
in cooperation with the French 
Presidency of the European Union in 
Strasbourg. 

In parallel with the G-20 Summit, 
EDD08 gathered six heads of state and 
government, 40 ministers and 300 
elected local leaders. It also included 
internationally known figures Wangari 
Maathai, 2004 Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate; Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of 
Zimbabwe’s Movement for Democratic 
Change; Angélique Kidjo, singer and 
activist from Benin; and Aminata Traoré, 
Malian essayist and activist.

EDD08 was an occasion to address 
urgent poverty challenges in light of the 
food, financial and energy crises at the 
time. It also highlighted the importance 
of local action when responding to 
global challenges as demonstrated by 
the EU’s new partnerships with local 
and regional authorities in developing 
countries.

4 500 
participants

115
exhibitors

40
sessions

100
speakers

129
countries

50
bilaterals

15 November 2008. Bernard Kouchner, Minister of Foreign and 
European Affairs, took part in the opening ceremony of the  
third edition of the forum on behalf of the French Presidency  
of the Council of the European Union. He spoke eloquently  
about engagement for a better future.

'The future is in 
the hands of the 
unfaltering union 
of those who have 
the boldness  
to believe.'
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Outcome

EDD08 also sought to provide practical solutions for the  
one billion people suffering from hunger worldwide. This 
situation was compounded by strong variability in seed and 
fertilizer prices. EU Member States used the 2008 forum to 
discuss a rapid response facility to help farmers in developing 
countries, which they later formalised with a pledge of  
EUR 1 billion. This funding aimed to increase agricultural 
production, improve access to agricultural inputs and services, 
and satisfy the basic food needs of some of the world’s most 
vulnerable people.

EDD08 stressed that local authorities should adhere to the 
same principles as the international donor community, 
including those of the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness 
(2005) that had recently been updated in Accra, Ghana (2008). 

The European Development Cooperation Charter in Support 
of Local Governance was presented on 16 November 2008. 

Initiated by the French Presidency of the EU and United Cities 
France, and supported by the European Commission, the 
Charter established standards to improve the effectiveness  
of local-level cooperation in partner countries, seeking 
coherence with existing international initiatives. It recognised 
the commitments of the Paris Declaration, confirming the 
support of signatories for decentralisation, de-concentration, 
local democratic governance and support for local authorities.

Platforma – an initiative to facilitate dialogue between the 
European institutions responsible for development policies  
and local and regional authorities – was also launched at 
EDD08. Aimed at further capitalising on the expertise of local 
authorities and ensuring better cooperation, EDD08 also  
paved the way for the Assises of Decentralised Cooperation,  
a bi-annual gathering of local and regional authorities led by 
the Committee of the Regions. Its first edition took place  
in December 2009.

‘The Millennium Development Goals will never be achieved without the participation 
and active contribution of regional and local authorities.’
16 November 2008.

lUc van DEn BranDE
President of the Committee of the Regions

17 November 2008. A joint press conference held
by Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the Zimbabwean opposition,  
and Richard Branson, founder and chairman of Virgin Group,  
was particularly memorable.

‘Once the new government is formed, we will get the business 
community together to invest in Zimbabwe. [...] There are a number 
of different areas where we can invest, whether it’s mobile phones, 
financial services, or the airline industry. We will sit down with the 
new government and work out how we can help.’
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Featured

In parallel with the policy debates, three important ceremonies 
took place in Strasbourg. On 15 November 2008, the European 
Commission signed regional strategy agreements with five 
African, Caribbean and Pacific regions. It signalled the attention 
the European Union would pay to regional integration within 
these countries. The budget of the regional strategies under  
the 10th EDF – covering the period 2008-2013 – totalled  
EUR 1.6 billion. The European Development Fund (EDF) is the 
main financial instrument for the EU’s geographic cooperation 
with African, Caribbean and Pacific countries. Funded by  
EU Member States’ voluntary contributions, it is an additional 
resource to the regular Community budget.

On the same day, the Commission awarded the 2008 Lorenzo 
Natali Grand Prize to Beninese journalist Larisse Houssou for  
his article on violence in Darfur, Sudan. The award celebrates 
the work of journalists committed to human rights, democracy 
and development.

On 16 November 2008, over 100 twinning agreements were 
signed at EDD08 that have enabled greater cooperation 
between EU public administrations and partner countries. 
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian 
Aid Louis Michel said: ‘A large number of European regional 
and local authorities have already launched development 
projects with local authorities in developing countries. The 
results of these experiments are impressive. For a small financial 
investment, we see proportionally big rewards. We need many 
more such initiatives.’

'For all the wonderful things 
that journalists do and we really 

know that you risk your life 
every day, I want to thank the 

European Union for establishing 
this award because too often, 
we don’t find time enough to 

say thank you.'

16 November 2008. Wangari Maathai, 
2004 Nobel Prize Laureate and Founder 
of the Green Belt Movement, took part 
in the award ceremony of the Lorenzo 
Natali Prize.



24 October 2009. EDD09 served as a sounding board for leaders 
whose countries are already affected by climate change. From left  
to right, Ernest Bai Koroma, President of Sierra Leone, Sheikh Hasina, 
Prime Minister of Bangladesh, Raila Odinga, Prime Minister of Kenya 
and Michèle Pierre-Louis, Prime Minister of Haiti called for urgent 
action against the impacts of climate change. 
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Theme

The dual climate and economic crises facing the international 
community were the theme for EDD09. Carl Bildt, Swedish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, said it best: ‘Our challenge is to 
act simultaneously on warming up a deep-frozen economy 
and cooling down an overheated Mother Earth.’ Given the 
importance of governance to solving these challenges, 
democracy and development was another theme. 

This edition took place 50 days ahead of the United Nations 
Climate Change Conference in Copenhagen. The forum served 
as a sounding board for countries and communities already 
affected by climate change. Leaders of partner countries from 
Bangladesh to Burkina Faso, and from Haiti to Vanuatu shared 
their views and concerns with internationally renowned experts 
and stakeholders. The forum provided a rich opportunity to hear 
from leaders who were trying to forge international consensus 
ahead of Copenhagen, especially among developing countries.

After editions in Brussels, Lisbon  
and Strasbourg, European Development 
Days 2009 (EDD09) came to Stockholm. 
Held on 22-24 October, EDD09 was the 
flagship event of the Swedish Presidency 
of the European Union, bringing together 
about 6 000 participants from over  
130 countries. The edition also took 
place at a pivotal time for Europe 
following European parliamentary 
elections and ahead of major 
institutional changes with the ratification 
of the Lisbon Treaty.

EDD09 engaged the development 
community in debates around
the most pressing challenges
at the time: responding to the 
global economic crisis, addressing 
climate change and promoting 
democracy. These discussions fuelled 
the subsequent reshaping of EU 
development policy initiated in 2010 
under the second Barroso Commission.

6 000 
participants

160
exhibitors

30
sessions

200
speakers

130
countries

102
bilaterals

22 October 2009. Muhammad Yunus, 2006 Nobel Peace Prize 
Laureate and then Managing Director of the Grameen Bank, 
intervened in the high-level panel on the response to the global 
economic downturn. A great supporter of social business, he 
challenged the greed and exclusion in the way wealth was created.  

‘We have to rediscover ourselves as 
human beings: are we here to make 
money for ourselves and to say 
goodbye to this world very soon? 
Or are we here to change this world 
in a way we feel proud of and we 
all individually play a part? All these 
problems that we list every time we 
meet don’t have to repeat, because  
we can solve them ourselves.’
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Outcome

Discussions at EDD09 stimulated the later reshaping of 
European development policy in 2010. In his closing remarks 
Karel De Gucht, European Commissioner for Development and 
Humanitarian Aid, stressed that the ongoing financial, food, 
climate and energy crises offered an opportunity to reshape 
development aid, bringing development assistance more in line 
with a low-carbon development strategy.

Rajendra K. Pachauri, Chair of the Intergovernmental Panel  
on Climate Change, suggested that climate change called  
into question every growth and development model.  
He recommended the forum be renamed ‘European  
Re-development Days’, because ‘we cannot proceed  
on the path of development as we understand it.’
Participants had three messages for European policymakers  
in Stockholm.

First, effective development in partner countries requires both 
strong political leadership and responsive politicians. With 
regard to the latter, accountability can only be ensured through 
free media and an engaged civil society.

Second, development is not solely a matter of philanthropy. 
The ‘hungry billions are not only a moral disgrace’, said 
Commissioner De Gucht.‘Underdevelopment is a global 
problem that threatens us all’. Rajendra K. Pachauri warned that 
‘failing to address climate change will produce instability around 
the world. A large number of failed states will emerge – an 
outcome the world cannot accept and must prevent’.

Third, we need to shape international cooperation to better 
address the challenges ahead, not just in the present. This 
means taking a more proactive approach to trade and 
infrastructure, climate change, migration, global food security 
and energy. Pachauri cautioned against forgetting the ‘missing’ 
Millennium Development Goal, namely access to energy, and 
reminded participants of the 1.6 billion people with no access  
to electricity.

‘Poverty is linked to climate change – the most vulnerable people will be the hardest 
hit. This has been called our greatest challenge and it is our responsibility to meet  
it with determination.’
22 October 2009

FrEDrIk rEInFElDT
Prime Minister of Sweden

22 October 2009. Rajendra K. Pachauri, Chair of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 
warned on the political consequences of climate 
change and suggested that it called into question 
every growth and development model.

‘Failing to address 
climate change will 
produce instability 
around the world.  

A large number of failed 
states will emerge – 

an outcome the world 
cannot accept and  

must prevent’.
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Featured

A special event was held to mark the 15th anniversary of 
EU election observation missions and the 10th anniversary 
of Sweden’s activities in this field. A session, led by the 
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 
was held with regional bodies from the Americas, Africa, Asia, 
and the Arab states. Participants examined how the European 
Union could best assist international efforts in democracy. 
In a prescient debate two years before the ‘Arab Spring’, the 
role of social media in spurring transparency, democracy and 
development, was explored in one panel.

EDD09 further strengthened the Global Climate Change 
Alliance (GCCA) launched in 2007. The Prime Minister of 
Vanuatu, Edward Natapei, signed an agreement with the 
Commission and stressed: ‘We cannot meet the challenges 
of climate change alone. The GCCA is necessary and will go a 
long way to enable Vanuatu to meet the challenges [we face]. 
We need funding that is timely and accessible.’

The Commission awarded the 2009 Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize 
to the Chinese journalist Yee-Chong Lee for a TV documentary 
on the 2008 Sichuan earthquake that revealed the corruption 
and sub-standard construction of public buildings that many 
people blamed for the huge death toll. The award celebrates 
the work of journalists committed to human rights, democracy, 
and development.

Report

Addressing fragility has been an increasingly important priority 
within the European development and security agendas. In 
2009, fragility was the theme of the inaugural European Report 
on Development – launched at European Development Days –  
in which it was described as the ‘toughest development 
challenge of our era’.

The European Report on Development seeks to enhance 
the EU’s perspective on development issues on the basis of 
independent knowledge, excellence, innovation and better 
links between top academics and policymakers. It is a concrete 
manifestation of the EU’s commitment – as the world’s largest 
aid donor – to go beyond aid delivery and actively contribute 
to the global policy dialogue on development. The European 
Commission and numerous Member States support the 
initiative.

‘Global poverty is not acceptable. This is indeed the challenge for our civilisation.  
In the future, people will say, ‘How was it possible that in the beginning of the twenty 
first century, so many people accepted living with this problem of global poverty?’
22 October 2009

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

23 October 2009 (check date). At the forum’s development fair, the 
European Commission presented the first edition of the European 
Report on Development. It addressed the issue of fragility.



6 December 2010. Participants paid tribute to jailed Chinese dissident 
Liu Xiaobo, winner of the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize laureate for his ‘long 
and non-violent struggle for fundamental human rights.’ Zimbabwean 
Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai was among those in the audience 
who stood up and held a mask displaying the dissident’s face.
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Theme

The EDD10 engaged the global development community 
in debates around how best to achieve ‘higher-impact’ aid, 
following up on the recommendations in the European 
Commission’s Green Paper on development policy. The stakes 
were high: eradicating poverty was a common priority for 
Europeans and developing country partners alike.

EDD10 took place during a time of intense international 
debate on development, less than two months after the United 
Nations High Level Summit on the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) in New York and a week after the third Africa-
EU Summit in Tripoli, Libya. The EUR 1 billion MDG initiative 
announced by the EU in New York had provided an additional 
boost to achieving the goals by 2015. The summit in Libya had 
also instilled new energy into the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, a 
true partnership between continents that looks beyond aid.

For its fifth edition, European 
Development Days 2010 (EDD10) 
returned to where it began in 2006. On 
6-7 December, the European Commission 
organised the forum in cooperation with 
the Belgian Presidency of the European 
Union in Brussels. 

EDD10 came at a decisive moment 
in European development policy-
making, just weeks before the launch 
of the European External Action Service 
in January 2011 and following the 
publication of a European Commission 
Green Paper on increasing the impact of 
development policy in October 2010.

Despite the on- going economic crisis in 
2010, Europe illustrated its commitment 
to addressing development challenges. 
The ratification of the Lisbon Treaty 
had recently created new emphasis on 
poverty eradication, aid effectiveness and 
policy coherence.

4 500 
participants

125
exhibitors

47
sessions

316
speakers

139
countries

78
bilaterals

‘European Development Days is an 
extraordinary platform for bringing 
together all the protagonists involved  
in development aid to help find 
solutions.’

6 December 2010. Crown Prince Philippe of Belgium, with Belgian 
Minister for Development Charles Michel, visits the the forum’s 
professional fair which brought together hundreds of development 
organisations.
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Initiatives

EDD10 provided a platform for the discussion of a number  
of important initiatives. 

Following the Cotonou Appeal against counterfeit drugs in 
2009, the Chirac Foundation organised a one-day seminar on 
the responses to the shadowy and lethal trade in counterfeit 
drugs. These mislabelled or ill-produced ‘medicines’ can 
account for up to 30 % of healthcare products in circulation  
in developing countries, causing pain among patients and  
often resulting in death.

Participants discussed the massive potential wealth that 
mining mineral resources could produce for Africa over 
the next decade, if properly managed. Corruption and lack 
of transparency, however, threaten these potential gains. 
Governments in developing countries lose billions of euros 
each year because of tax evasion. A group of academics 

sponsored by the Mo Ibrahim Foundation and led by Paul 
Collier, a professor of economics at the University of Oxford, 
launched a natural resource charter at the forum that sets 
conditions for the sound and sustainable management of 
natural resources.

In 2013, the European Union reached a deal to match  
a US law that compels oil, gas and mining companies to 
publish payments they make to governments and release 
information on how much they earn in each country. The 
EU legislation requires all companies listed on EU stock 
exchanges to report their payments by country and project. 
Large unlisted companies registered in the EU are also 
required to comply. The proposed EU law goes one step 
further than the US law, adding the forestry industry to  
the list of companies that need more transparency about  
their global operations.

‘I think European Development Days is for superior to Davos  
because we do serious work here.’
7 December 2010

Mo IBrahIM
Founding Chair of the Mo Ibrahim Foundation

‘With its billion inhabitants 
and its human resources, 

with its mining and energy 
resources, with its arable 

land which has not yet 
been exploited, Africa  

is in the process of 
becoming a giant.’

7 December 2010. Jacques Chirac, former President  
of France, delivered a memorable address.

Faithful to his convictions, he reminded a large audience  
of the untapped potential of the African continent. 
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Featured

The second edition of the European Report on Development 
examined the challenge of building social protection systems 
in sub-Saharan Africa and how the EU could best support 
home-grown African initiatives. The report stressed that social 
protection could help sub-Saharan Africa combat poverty by 
reducing its vulnerability to shocks and promoting inclusive 
growth.

European Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs said: 
‘Social protection is often taken for granted in Europe. In fact, 
it has played an important historic role in eradicating poverty in 
Europe and, if well designed and managed, building on Africa’s 
own priorities and specificities, it could deliver similar success 
in Africa.’

The Commission awarded the 2010 Lorenzo Natali Grand Prize 
to the Nicaraguan journalist Yader Francisco Luna Garcia for an 
article on violence against women. The award celebrates the 
work of journalists committed to human rights, democracy  
and development.

Outcome

As the economic crisis was forcing nations to find cost-effective 
solutions in every domain, Europe’s premier development 
platform helped generate exchanges between those working  
in the field and decision-makers about the most efficient ways  
to help the estimated 1.4 billion people living in poverty.

EDD10 thus addressed subjects as sensitive – and broad – as 
the place of development in the institutional setup prescribed 
by the Lisbon Treaty, governance, the future of development 
cooperation, access to energy, sustainable and inclusive 
growth, global health, the management of natural resources, 
support to the private sector, the effectiveness of aid, and 
human rights.

Participants agreed that two essential prerequisites for effective 
cooperation were partnership among stakeholders and 
recipient countries, and coherence between development and 
other policy areas such as trade and migration, as stipulated by 
the Lisbon Treaty, which had put renewed emphasis on poverty 
eradication.

‘The secret of this event's success is its unique format: it combines a summit-style 
gathering of leaders with a forum for debate with NGOs and civil society. It is not just a 
forum for understanding changes that are already underway. It is also an opportunity to 
forge and bring about those changes.’
6 December 2010

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission 

6 December 2010. On the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the 
European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights, several 
events focused attention on the horizontal issues of democracy, 
good governance, domestic accountability and human rights.



5-6 December 2011. The sixth edition of European Development 
Days took place in Warsaw at the recently inaugurated Copernicus 
Museum. An exhibition showcased prominent freedom fighters 
from all corners of the world. Left, we recognised Tawakkul Karman, 
2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and social activist in Yemen.
In her video address to forum participants, she said: ‘Anything that 
we dream can happen. We need to know that together, we have the 
ability to achieve our dreams.’
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Theme

The focus of EDD11 was the link between development and 
democracy. In several sessions, participants explored how 
Europe’s development policy could concentrate on sectors that 
are key for long-term and inclusive growth. Participants agreed 
on the need to focus aid where it can really make a difference 
and to target countries in greatest need of external support. 
Panellists agreed that the areas where Europe could help lay 
the foundations for sustainable and inclusive growth included 
governance, clean energy, and agriculture and food security.

Just two weeks before the Fourth High Level Forum on Aid 
Effectiveness in Busan, South Korea, sessions addressed the 
call within the Agenda for Change for a more coordinated 
development approach at the European level and more 
development strategies led by partner countries. These 
principles of partnership and ownership are critical to aid 
effectiveness. Participants stressed the importance of  
South-South cooperation, aid effectiveness and accountability, 
decentralisation and strengthened local governance, democratic 
ownership, and the role of parliaments and civil society. The 
Commission also presented a new policy for direct budget 
support.

European Development Days 2011 
(EDD11) was held in Warsaw on  
15-16 December. The two-day event was 
one of the largest in the calendar of the 
Polish Presidency of the European Union. 

EDD11 took place one year after the first 
wave of civil unrest and protest swept 
the Arab world, leading to unrest in 
Tunisia and Egypt and civil war in Libya. 
The forum therefore focused on the EU’s 
support for democratic and peaceful 
transitions. 

EDD11 was also an opportunity to 
consider the Commission's Agenda 
for Change made earlier in 2011 
which called for greater focus on 
good governance and human rights, 
concentration on the poorest countries, 
and ensuring that aid reaches those  
who need it most.

2 300 
participants

23
sessions

130
speakers

84
countries

42
bilaterals

5 December 2011. Jerzy Buzek, President of the European 
Parliament, welcomed the organisation of the forum for the 

first time in a so-called new EU Member State and praised the 
importance of solidarity towards all peoples of the world.

‘Our citizens want a Europe of 
solidarity – both within Europe 

and with all the people of the 
world especially, those in the 

least developed countries.  
They want efficient policies that 
ensure every euro is well spent. 

They want EU policies to be 
people-oriented policies.  

In the long term, the countries 
which benefit will not succeed  

if their policies do not  
empower their own people.’
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Outcome

Several sessions explored the call for more effective budget 
support to partner countries that meet eligibility requirements, 
as set out in the Agenda for Change. Participants discussed 
the principles of ‘smart conditionality’, which includes a stable 
macroeconomic framework; national and sector policies and 
reforms focusing on sustainable growth and reducing poverty; 
and public financial management within a sound institutional, 
legislative and regulatory framework. More importantly, it was 
agreed that more attention would be focused on a country’s 
record on democratic governance, particularly regarding 
human rights and gender. This will help move the EU from ‘aid 
effectiveness’ to ‘development effectiveness’.

Participants communicated three key messages clearly in Warsaw. 
First, the desire for freedom is not cultural, but human. Revolutions 
like those that began in Georgia, Kyrgyzstan and elsewhere  
20 years before are now springing up in other parts of the world. 

Second, democratisation should begin from within partner 
countries. The days of interference and rule setting from donors 
are over. Ownership in building democracy and pursuing 
development goals is essential. On the other hand, partnership 

in sustaining the course towards democratisation is vital too.  
In this regard, EU Member States have their own experiences of 
democratic transition, as well as a proud tradition of supporting 
countries in their transition from autocracy to democracy.

Third, human rights must be deeply rooted in the approach 
to development and should be given greater weight in 
cooperation. EDD11 highlighted the EU’s proud track record 
in this area. The 2006 European Instrument for Democracy 
and Human Rights has made a considerable difference by 
advocating respect for human rights around the world. 
Participants agreed that a multidimensional approach is needed 
to address human rights violations by using a combination 
of political dialogue, sanctions, and leveraging financial and 
technical cooperation.

Finally, participants acknowledged that the world can prosper only 
in an era of partnership. No one has a monopoly on knowledge 
– we can all learn from each other. Developing countries are 
partners in an enterprise in which we all have a stake. As chairman 
of the Gapminder Foundation, Hans Rosling, put it in his 
presentation: ‘We are one world’.

‘The fundamental wish to have a dignified life for oneself and one’s children, free from 
poverty, violence, oppression and corruption, where all can participate in a community 
that is respectful of its people, that is something that all human beings have in 
common. There may be cultural differences, but I believe that these are the common 
aspirations of every human being.’
15 December 2011

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission

15 December 2011. EDD11 was one of the largest events in the 
calendar of the Polish Presidency of the European Union. Organised 
for the first time in a country east of the former Iron Curtain and in 
the wake of the ongoing political changes in the Arab world, EDD11 
featured an impressive line-up of high profile leaders from Eastern 
Europe and Northern Africa. On the first night of the forum, the Polish 
Presidency hosted a leaders’ dinner with the European Commission.
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become known as the Arab Spring, several high-level 
representatives from North Africa and the Middle East shared 
their vision at EDD11. Tunisia’s interim Prime Minister Mohammed 
Beji Caid Essebsi spoke of his country’s ongoing transition 
to democracy, which began when 26-year-old Mohammed 
Bouazizi, stripped of the most basic human desire to provide for 
his family, set himself on fire. Through his tragic sacrifice, millions 
of his fellow Tunisians – and people throughout the wider region 
– can now aspire to the brighter future he once sought for 
himself. In 2011, Tunisia was embracing a democratic future, and 
seeking Europe’s support to do so.

Mustafa Mohammed Abdul Jalil, chair of the National 
Transitional Council of Libya, highlighted security, stability and 
the rule of law as vital precursors to growth and development. 
He emphasised Libya’s efforts to reintegrate into society the 
young Libyans who fought for freedom in their country by 
using grants to study abroad, funding for businesses and 
military careers. Jalil’s participation was an opportunity for the 
European community to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Libya 
– as it would for any country on the road to democracy.

Memorable

The focus of EDD11 was the link between development and 
democracy. Presenters and participants alike shared about their 
experiences with democratic transitions from Eastern European 
and Central Asia to North Africa and the Middle East. Given 
the high-stakes involved, expert testimonies and debates were 
especially memorable.

Twenty years before, Central and Eastern European countries 
experienced dramatic transitions. In 2011, participants discussed 
the experience of Poland and its neighbours. They explored 
the transferability of its best practices in different political 
environments, including Arab countries. They examined the  
lessons learnt in the context of the 20th anniversary of 
independence for the countries of Central Asia. EDD11 gave 
the floor to a number of eminent leaders, including former 
President of the Kyrgyz Republic Roza Isakovna Otunbaeva, 
who showed how tyranny could not withstand the aspirations 
for democracy and a life of opportunity, especially among 
youth. Her speech was a timely reminder that the road to 
democracy can be a long and bumpy one.
One year after the protests in Tunisia led to what would  

‘At the beginning, the 
demonstrations to end 
Muammar al-Gaddafi’s rule 
were peaceful, as a continuation 
of what happened in Egypt and 
Tunisia; but these were met with 
violence. By God’s help we had 
people who helped us from 
the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
the Arab League and the EU. 
Finally the matter went to the 
international community, which 
acted on the UN Resolution 
1973 – the responsibility to 
protect.’

16 December 2011. Abdul Jalil, chair of the National Transition 
Council of Libya, eloquently described Libya’s path away from 
dictatorship. 

‘This is the first time in the Arab world that the people rose up, not only for daily bread, 
but for dignity, equal rights and duties, freedom and accountability of rulers.’
15 December 2011

MohaMED BEJI caID EssEBsI
Interim Prime Minister of Tunisia



17 October 2012. For the media, European Development Days is an attractive opportunity 
to interview political and thought leaders or to organise lively debates. At EDD12, France 24 
organised a debate between Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner for International 
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response; Eva Joly, chair of the European 
Parliament Committee on Development; and Victor G. Ndiaye, Chief Executive Officer, 
Performances Group & Performances Management Consulting.
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Themes

The theme for EDD12 was sustainable and inclusive growth 
for human development. It was structured around three 
topics: building resilience, through sustainable agriculture, 
food security and nutrition ; engaging the private sector for 
development and empowering people for inclusive growth.

In 2012, about 16 % of the world’s population – more than one 
billion people in all – were hungry and lived in poverty. Most 
lived as small-scale farmers in rural areas where agriculture is 
the main economic activity. At EDD12, six high-level panels 
addressed the issues of sustainable agriculture, food security 
and resilience. Achieving food and nutrition security was at the 
top of the international political agenda. Participants discussed 
how best to empower farmers and harness the enormous 
potential to scale up agricultural production in developing 
countries.

On 16-17 October 2012, European 
Development Days returned to Brussels. 
The ongoing crisis in the Sahel region  
and the Horn of Africa was the backdrop 
for discussions concerning sustainable 
agriculture, food security and resilience. 

EDD12 discussed how to best support 
inclusive and sustainable growth for  
human development, as advocated by  
the European Commission’s new 
blueprint for development, the Agenda 
for Change.

Participants explored the links between 
inclusive and sustainable growth, and 
debated how to build more resilient 
communities, engage the private sector, 
and empower people to contribute to 
development. The issues cut across all 
sectors, including agriculture, education, 
energy, food security, and health.

3 300 
participants

50
sessions

274
speakers

103
countries

101
bilaterals

‘I share the dream of a 
day when poverty is a 
thing of the past – not 
just poverty in terms  
of income, but in terms 
of lack of access to 
healthcare and social 
and political rights,’ 

17 October 2012. Joyce Banda, second African 
women to have ever been elected President of 
her country, delivered a memorable address. 
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Engaging the private sector as a development partner to create 
jobs and income opportunities for the poor is today evolving 
into a crosscutting issue in development cooperation. At 
EDD12, six high-level panels addressed how to successfully 
engage the private sector as a partner in development 
cooperation and how innovative approaches for development 
financing can be found using both public and private sector 
resources.

Furthermore, growth patterns are as important as growth rates. 
Without inclusive growth – characterised by people’s ability to 
participate in, and benefit from, wealth and job creation – these 
benefits cannot be sustained over the long term. Inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth is crucial to long-term poverty 
reduction. At EDD12, six high-level panels tackled the issue  
of how to empower people for inclusive growth and ensure  
a basic level of social protection.

As European Commission President José Manuel Barroso  
said at the opening ceremony of EDD12: ‘Growth is not an  
end in itself. It needs to be sustainable and inclusive.
In the long run growth and social inclusion are two sides  
of the same coin.’

Outcome

Following the Commission’s Communication on the subject, 
participants agreed that social protection was an effective way 
to reduce poverty and vulnerability. This could be achieved 
by means of ‘social protection floors’, which has enabled 
healthcare and education to become affordable, accessible 
and universal. Other issues debated included how to finance 
universal healthcare and education, how to improve the 
position of informal and young workers, the role of the private 
sector and coherence across EU policies.

Building on the European Union’s response to the food 
crisis in sub-Saharan Africa, SHARE – Supporting the Horn 
of Africa’s Resilience – participants agreed to scale up this 
joint humanitarian-development approach to make people, 
communities and countries better able to face persistent, acute 
emergencies. Greater cooperation was called for between 
development and humanitarian efforts, particularly in disaster 
preparedness.

Participants shared success stories and best practices; learnt 
about the European Commission’s platform to bring together 
development partners to make maximum use of blending 
instruments; discussed the potential of the private sector 
to transform African economies; debated what constitutes 
inclusive business models; and looked at how best to work 
towards green and inclusive innovation. 

‘We must take destiny in our own hands. We need strategic relationships in the world, 
and a strategic approach towards global governance. We want to move away from  
the situation where we are beggars.’
17 October 2012

ThoMas BonI yayI
President of the Republic of Benin, Acting Chairperson of the African Union

Andris Piebalgs warmly welcomes Thomas Yayi Boni, President of 
Benin and acting President of the African Union. Yayi Boni was the 
President to attend the greatest number of the forum’s editions 
with 4 participations in 2012, 2010, 2008 and 2006.   
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ECHO works in close partnership with United Nations organisations 
and non-governmental organisations to deliver life-saving 
activities. Partnership is critical because there are 30-40 countries 
that are either in conflict, emerging from it, or slipping into it.

The world is changing. It is more fragile and disasters are more 
frequent and severe, often being driven by climate change, 
urbanisation and population growth. To cut humanitarian costs 
in the future, ECHO is investing in preparedness and prevention. 
It’s a smart investment. Every euro invested saves between four 
and seven more. In 2012, preparedness and prevention activities 
represented 10 % of ECHO’s budget and it has moved from 
responding to crises to anticipating them by assessing risks, 
investing in early warning systems, and boosting resilience.

Anniversary

EDD12 was an opportunity to celebrate 20 years of European 
solidarity with people in need worldwide. Founded in 1992, the 
European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) has since 
provided EUR 14 billion of humanitarian assistance to people 
suffering from conflict, as well as natural disasters and  
man-made crises. Its work has been carried out under 
the principals of humanity, neutrality, impartiality and 
independence.

Together, the EU Member States and European institutions have 
been the biggest donor of humanitarian aid, contributing more 
than half of official global humanitarian aid. Since 2008, ECHO’s 
budget had averaged EUR 1 billion annually. In 2011, ECHO 
supported more than 120 million people in 80 countries.

‘The bigger the 
disaster, the bigger 
the empathy.
Disasters bark;
preparedness  
is the dog that 
does not bark.’

‘I have a two year old granddaughter and recently I played with her in Sofia and she 
laughed and cried. The next day I faced children who were so malnourished that they 
could not even cry. There is nothing more deafening than silence in a room full of 
children, so it is my duty as a commissioner to stand up for them.’
16 October 2012

krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
EU Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response

16 October 2012. On the occasion of the twentieth anniversary  
of EU humanitarian operations, Kristalina Georgieva explained  
the importance of disaster preparedness, especially int eh context 
of building more resilient communities against the adverse effects 
of climate change and natural disasters. 
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27 November 2013. The closing panel of EDD13 was high-level, 
interactive and engaging. Forum participants were invited to directly 
interact with Andris Piebalgs, EU Commissioner for Development;  
Jan Eliasson, Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations; and 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, President of Liberia; the Executive Director 
of Oxfam International, Winnie Byanyima; as well as prominent 
academics, Paul Collier and Debapriya Bhattacharya. 

2013
26-27 november, Brussels
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Themes

While the eight MDGs set in 2000 have been very useful in 
advancing poverty reduction and improving human wellbeing, 
progress toward meeting them has been uneven. Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf, President of Liberia, noted that in many poor countries, 
particularly in Africa, many of the goals have not been achieved. 
She called for much greater consultation with and participation 
of poor countries in formulating the post-2015 agenda, and for 
a stronger global partnership to underpin it.

Through its February 2013 Communication ‘A decent life for
all’ and the ensuing June 2013 Council Conclusions “The 
Overarching Post-2015 Agenda”, the European Union has set 
out its vision for a post-2015 agenda which integrates the three 
dimensions of sustainable development in a balanced manner.

The European Union is advocating a joined-up approach to 
addressing global poverty and sustainable development, aiming 
to ensure the adoption of a single set of goals and targets that 
will apply universally to all countries, while taking into account 
national circumstances, capacities and levels of development.

For its eighth edition, European 
Development Days 2013 (EDD13) stayed 
in Brussels. More than 5 000 participants 
gathered around 343 experts, high-level 
practitioners and global leaders. EDD13  
was also the largest ever EDD edition 
in terms of the depth and breadth of its 
programme, which included no less than 
80 sessions.

Following the European Commission’s 
Communication ‘A decent life for all –  
building a consensus for a new 
development agenda’, the forum 
represented a unique opportunity to 
come together to discuss a strong, 
common European position on 
an ambitious post-2015 agenda 
to eradicate poverty and promote 
sustainable development while ensuring 
a decent life for all by 2030.

EDD13 thus helped shift the perception 
of development as a poor country 
problem to a challenge for the entire 
world to address.

5 000 
participants

80
sessions

343
speakers

154
countries

105
bilaterals

26 November 2013. EDD13 inaugurated a new type of interactive 
workshop. A dozen brainstorming sessions took place and 
gave stakeholders and practitioners the opportunity to advance 
creative solutions to tough challenges. Here, participants develop 
proposals on how best to involve the media.
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Anniversary

EDD13 was an opportunity to celebrate the 20th anniversary  
of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and EU cooperation in the field of human rights.

Flavia Pansieri, UN Deputy High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
began her address by reciting the first article of the UN Declaration 
on Human Rights. She cautioned the large and appreciative 
audience: ‘We must make sure we recognise the importance, the 
absolute necessity of promotion and respect for human rights 
in everything we do […]  If it is true that there is no peace without 
development and no development without peace, it is equally true 
that neither of the two can exist without human rights’.

Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative for Human 
Rights, recalled the 1993 Vienna Declaration from 20 years ago 
that emphasised the central role of civil society to promote 
human rights around the world. The EU needs to set an 
example and not overlook human rights violations: ‘The fact 
that we’re not all perfect does not mean we’re all equally 
imperfect […] Cultural relativism is very dangerous. Human 
rights are the universal language of the powerless against the 
relativism of the powerful. This is our inspiration. This is our 
compass.  
This is where we join hands with others to be able to make  
a difference, not just a point.’

26 November 2013. Stavros Lambrinidis, EU Special Representative 
for Human Rights, recalled the Vienna Declaration from 20 years 
ago that emphasised the central role of civil society to promote 
human rights around the world.

‘The fact that we’re not all perfect does 
not mean we’re all equally imperfect. […]
Cultural relativism is very dangerous. 
Human rights are the
universal language of the powerless
against the relativism of the powerful.
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EDD13 also contributed to a vision of a world where every man, 
woman and child lives in dignity with the right to prosperity.
As President Barroso stated, ‘it is both a human imperative and 
a matter of strategic intelligence.’ Some participants believed 
that the post-2015 development agenda should address 
inequality in a meaningful way. Income inequality and gender 
discrimination are major worldwide impediments to poverty 
eradication and sustainable development. With regard to 
gender equality, participants agreed that the successor targets 
to the MDGs must promote change within society as a whole, 
including focusing on the role of men and boys.

A recurrent theme through the two-day programme was one 
of interdependence. The discussions repeatedly highlighted 
the links between climate change and the limits of natural 
resources; between poverty, conflict and migration; and 
between education and inclusive and sustainable growth.  
‘A clear vision of an interdependent world, in which problems 
in one place affect us all’, was how Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
President of Liberia, summarised the ambition and sentiment  
of this EDD edition.

Outcome

The main outcome of EDD13 was to build a consensus towards 
a bold, but realistic agreement on development priorities after 
the MDG deadline in 2015. The recognition that development 
is a common challenge for the entire world – for every country 
and every citizen – was the dominant message of EDD13. 
Because the challenges ahead were universal and interrelated, 
participants agreed that they needed to be addressed together 
by all countries.

EDD13 took place just a few days after the UN climate 
change conference in Warsaw and against the backdrop of 
the catastrophic consequences of Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines. Participants reiterated that climate change threatens 
poverty reduction efforts worldwide and called yet again on 
global leaders to take action. To achieve poverty eradication 
and sustainable development in its three dimensions – 
economic, social and environmental – the new agenda would 
need to address climate change as a cross-cutting issue and 
require all nations to ‘live within planetary boundaries.’

‘The most difficult part in getting 
the necessary consensus will be 

the negotiation among countries,  
ensuring that each region feels 

it is engaged. The way to do 
it is through gaining support 

for the idea of one humanity. 
This time we are talking about 

mutual responsibility [where] we 
all commit to common goals 
for a common humanity. The 

international community should 
negotiate the future framework 
not as north, south, east, west, 

poor, rich – but as members  
of one humanity with a  

common destiny.’ 

27 November 2013. At the closing session, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
President of Liberia, stressed that one of the biggest challenges 

remaining ahead for the post-2015 global framework is to ensure 
ownership, convincing every nation that the framework is in their 

national interests.

“The post-2015 framework should aim to construct a reinforced world-level 
partnership, based on solidarity with the poorest people, and an acceptance that the 
world of the 21st century is unquestionably interdependent and destined for integration.’
26 November 2013

José ManUEl Barroso
President of the European Commission
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Lorium ipsum: lorium ipsum 
dolorium
loUIs MIchEl
xxx

Lorium ipsum

Ende nulparitat ulparum remped es ea doluptatem 
soloreium rehenist dolupta tesequis dolo 
exeribuscium harumque dit, earchillor simagnati 
dolupta nonestium quo venditat voluptat renditasit 
et lab ius, ne ium eum qui suntiant estrum aut 
voluptatur, quis con ne cus, sant dolum enduntias 
nobis auda simin ra cus.
Aquas sum init, cus, es iumqui officaeperit officitatus 
re et es cumqui cusandu ciminimolent lautem harios 
eatempor aceat id quam quiae. Ut eribus, que estiis 
a sitiantion consequas dolecto dolum repro con num 
audicii ssimpore comnisciis sanienis molorit iumqui 
con nonsecto bernam ex eicipsum reped ullecus 
quam et fuga. Ab in corera nam adia cusam, quiam 
et adi beat.
Hicaborita volorent mo officipsam es eaquiam 
volorit rent que nam facea solores dionseq uidestiae 
solorendunt repe voloribus aut audisquiat andis 
ipicae perunt.
Apernat estorem non poratquat volorer ereperro 
odio. Hitiumquas accus nihillorem vent.

Ne none lab imolupicaes int, incipsus et iuntiis 
sedis eicid moluptatem lit, consequ ianditatem aut 
millent laut eum harcit ut dunt fugiam, volor sa que 
dolori delitatur sim doloreh endunt, il incto bea 
et et officate vel eos suntur rempor si si to dolores 
etur serspisciis si res voluptum re occus et omnimus 
magnati ut restia imentus sequi illabor eprovitamusa 
soluptatium quatur sitatet et alitio est eum volupta 
quam aut optatio nsequias qui ut explitasint faccatur, 
nimusandipsa quassi utatur? Nulluptiis suntemp 
oritiur, offic tem iumquisquia dellest, sum hitatqu 
aerfero int.
Caborae nonseritius evelignatem. Andant excessi 
magnat apit es dolest ut auta voluptatatem reperem 
si blanis que dolorib ustrum eum etur aut officid 
quaecta sperumquidus exceatur autaepere nia a 
doloren dignitis et omni di dolupiendam ipsam, 
odiciendi cusam, sitiunt iosant eum natis re 
culluptatis eaque liquis re natior sectatibus dolorum 
quia quia dunte eiumque plabo. Tem commosantios 
dolo blam, acea susae offictes dolut aut omnim 
hilis dolecabora nisquos repudit facearum, que 
porumEvenime volori officia is expelle ndebit 
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quiatas Arum illaccati tem nos exerios aut qui untia 
dolenti atecaeria cullatur?
Tem essit, veris is comniaest entur sus magnatecus 
sum quo volluptur sum undia doloruptint ilit 
dolupta cusda eario volupta conecepe nisquiam aut 
fugiam, et, omnis pla atur susae. Tatur re omnim ut 
audis volupta corrum sam quia sequo que molum 
volor audae cone nus venisi tet que ad ut ipiciandi 
que officti busdam repedit aut unt, temod qui corem 
venias pra duntis apicid quiae doluptat faceper 
umquia que estis rem lacestrum, inis evellique 
occae volecabore dolupitaecum eum que ipienihit 
quia destia voluptat etur sit volorernam liquae pero 
optaquam explaut quiat.
Uciis dolupta tiaspel laciatur simporitist alignihit 
ipsam qui cor sim aut delenim inihilit rest laut 
dolorem laborem as ut ad quas adit voluptiure 
volupti di volor sum quam fugianto consequi que 
maxim harum saniet latur, quo et quam aut eat.
Faces alissin veliqui untem reprovidit faccus elles 
maioruntias incil int volorunt, nam nest, eumetures 
perum fugia volupta tinciam unt facepeles volupti 
de nam ipis ratae eum conseris aut eiciissunt, cone 
cus, offic temporem ilibustemquo offici occates 
seditatecti dolupta sitem iur rem que natus dem 
facimpos re as numquae et aut fugia sita est ariamet 
a dolupti umquatum re maximag natem. Quia 
nimus, volorum rest, quiae et fuga. Itae del is earchil 
lecabo. Ita sit harionseque quo dolorib eatures tiossi 
dolut reicatus pratiis dolut ipic tota sedit etur?
Tem facernatint. Daeceat ecturecto id utemporpos 
aut voluptassit reriti ipsa volupta quamus explab 
is ut arum quibusam et fugia sin est, aut verum 
quatibus maiorest lam in conet pernam rati dolupis 
maiorpossunt et endae omnihictem hiligendenim 
qui ommolup tatusci dersperum am lam quisquam 
qui ad estias exerundae latenis dolum quia ipsum 
cuptatur, volorios eosamusdam, utet, sequiae 

cuption et etur, sinit laborum faceat.
Ovidem quiatur? Molora doluptio totaque voluptas 
sanimi, quia comnimolum volum quasped quo te 
ped quo eveles voles voluptatem rendignam volessit, 
tem a sitatus expero cullab ipitio te atatem qui 
sundant.
Sam, accum explanditiae nonsequam sit, ipid 
millanis et autatur?
Olentorum eum aut eium is dolut maiore nobis 
autat restis eiuntiorem acepratur rempos molestion 
pratur sit, venisquis ani susam, nihil explabo ratium 
reruntem conseque lab ipictur sed qui arum quamus 
etur rem hictamus.
Sint velenis nonetus quat a culparum et dem et 
eum nisque pliquodicim que plab inimint et aspere 
possitaqui in eium aut hilitati doloreptat.
Rumendam rempore pliquam resende llitatio. 
Nem ipsa placili quianienim quidiss ecuscimod 
quidit la volupta tquatiae ni cone minist la eos dicia 
doluptatus, simaionsequi re pedis atum saerferume 
dolupta turendam unt que ant officiam voloris nus et 
labores experro ea net libus, assed earuntibus el eic 
to illibus dollabore volorror rehenti qui re volendis 
mi, quam nulpa volore con nihil in conseque nos 
deliciates nonse ommo tet volo enimagn ihillum 
vellab il ma poreiunt et aut aut as aborehe ndunt.
Ed etur, ipiet excesseces sinciatur, inis sit repre as 
doloratquat lacipsant la ventio omnihil incto bea 
volore ipsanimusa con perum qui dus pro maximi, 
que assitat.
Optae volorep eribea sitinctae voluptatem 
explaceatio etur alia porem quatem vit voluptatio 
omnis et liti reius, si ut magnist oriaererores si 
dolupti conet ant enihilicitia imet harum re, simus.
Sed quas et ommodip sandam, offic te veror sedi 
atestem de incider iberate ndunt, quam idus et 
laborepres quiae et quis alitaqu untium, ut rerio dus.
Ne volum facea ped quid eum eatiand aeptatet 

laborerum ditis abore si denim repedi id quas auda 
dollabo rendae pero blaborehenis aut voluptae 
sum ut doloris doluptatecum et pratem rernate 
voluptatius autet aut quostiis es voloressite idelectur?
Uciam que nate et, opta cus ipsandam fugita 
ne ilictatis et animi, sunt ped quasimi nveriasit 
dissecatin et aut quist, omnis num soluptae re pore 
quo beribusdant occupiet, iusantibus ea ipis in et 
quuntemporum que dis autecturibus et at es quias 
nonem dus.
Aborestion eaqui re as as dignienis ut experna 
tiistec epedita id mod ut quis utem fuga. Consend 
ellaborempos nonsed ma volum impor aruntus ex 
es nihicil icateste dictate nobis essinum aperum 
quamendandam debitib eations equianto totatum 
quae veles veri od quiam, sus, nat.
Ipsam qui ipsam nist re plabo. Nam qui bea volut 
porem dolor sequasinctum que nobit assimi, quibus 
antur, ne voluptur ad ellupti qui utassit untem sa 
vent a ni re, con cone voluptis es inum del eatiorera 
velestia cuptaque nus maximillis mi, quam ea quam, 
cum adit qui dundame everias is repedipsum qui 
bla nis as et veliberum idebitatem fugit enda denit 
eritis cum es esendel iquati alis veressequati doluptu 
rectaquibus, sunt.
Xime etur rae nis unt. Desciatatur antium haris re 
nulparc illuptate dolor aut ipsum hitibea dolectuscit 
ium is alitibus.
Aciae plation ecabo. Itatia escitatiunt, excerferecta 
verum faciatesto intur sapero offic tem idebitatqui 
officatem a secaecea que minte as por suntiae rerum 
et autate nullupictium fugiam int int ilit omnia nam 
hit res a eiunt, il modia qui di num nem nis explate 
net porrumqui is dolorro modisto eribus a sed ma 
sed mo dolo te pa quunt quid quis aut que endi 
sinist que deniet qui intionseque vendus, aceatem 
quaspiendam, odi dus nulparumquam arcimin vendit 
quunt que il iliaeptaque con cor sapis maximenis ad 

quate velent adit exeriae velitem faccus, consentem 
sunt, anihill uptatur, culles aut quaeribea dolut es 
delibus quae quibusam et moluptibus expeliquunde 
pa con con posanis nullaccus, officiliqui officiet pro 
ex ex et vollabor maionsedia dendunt eum ex ex 
esedior emoluptaquid minci cus, sequi tem rerecus 
et doluptae. Nemo vitatatemos simaxim enihillab 
imo opta incium es endam incienimaion consequis 
dolesernam ipsa doles iumquo millupta consequi 
quis mi, cus, voluptatem quis eum enihil modias a 
quaecte pe natur, seque parum eos de conseria etus 
est aut enecto dolorro iscipsu ntures perum fugiatiae 
ipist pratem dolupti aut ide quiam necus moditaquid 
exerum facepelent plaut dolorestias ut faces audis 
qui ipsunt quis sum eos nonsedi scilleculpa susam 
lab incit aut autes quodiantur ati occupta imped est 
laborempori bla dolum voluptatis dolupta quuntur 
aut et et ad esti consequam, ut dolo iderunt, 
comnimus et latiam eliatqu iatur, cor maximus, 
tesequa temque disque mo dionecum dolore denia 
quidebi squibus repelec tiorro experferfera peria 
dus.
Arumque se estium eum ea nonecus cientus resecum 
quiaspis ipsum, im alit assimagnis am fuga. Icia 
voluptatiis aut pores sollabo rentisquat maiorum 
con non conseque volor sinverepel inust, quam 
facipie ndeliqui con rat estotatio delent arum as aut 
labor recte nonsequi as atur, archili amendamet, 
soloratiundi aut qui officiis vernam sumquis dundeli 
busandis accae aut et harum eum everio. Officat 
a dem etur acerumque volut laceperum que natis 
moluptiate pre eos velentium quam alignaturi que 
elentempore es volor a vellandis aut laut omnihil 
eturerum ea voluptataqui dissum qui aliatio 
ribusaped mos es sam, ni archillenimo est atur recum 
nim ratur, cus, seque veribearum quia nonsed utem 
rero delendenda cori conserro dolorem poribus, 
asitam, sumet facestem imendentorro quo denimi, 
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corepe volut que plitio quossum et hitasi offic te 
omnimod ipidebit qui autatur aut fugit offictia 
corrovit la denda ent perundae velit eturibusam 
voloreium eum sam qui torum faceris erfero 
cum aceror aut et voles alis dipicit atur? Udant 
rerchilitate ipis sequi rentiisitem et aliquodis non 
rempossequis amenem rerro dusandipit es maiosam 
aliqui velestiatus ese dis nonsedit iuntis et verrovit 
mostiantur sitaspist, aut que pres aspere nonsectatio 
estrum rersper ibusanis as dis modita nosandite qui 
quis re, nam ere idellamus, is modit omniminvel 
mod ex eribearciis voleni adipsus dolo ex eni ne 
volupta ad esciet adisqui issimetur, omnis am quiam 
iliatur moluptatur alit ad quod millupt atemod et 
aut et aceat voluptat que pelliqui tectemporem non 
net laut ad enimporaturi consed modisit doluptatus, 
illuptu santio tora illibus nos dolupta voluptis eum 
unti dolluptibus, ni volorehenist et ipsam qui quamet 
doluptae et esed quaeper estrunt audae nem eos ipis 
sumquiatium reperit, , omnis et volo odiorat aturem 
aut venditatur? Uptatiis senissum nusante molore, 
sunt.
Ipsam volorem poresti omnimincto moloreiur?
Tione voluptatur apere ped estem sum que solende 
ni torrorro dolor repellite dolores nima cusandi con 
remperchil illiberibus mostrumet ad ut et explaut 
omnihil id est eos accus sumquam dolorem fugiasp 
eressi occus deritamus maiorum incto eaquiae et 
volorum vendit et et rest vel mo blam aut voluptation 
cus sitiantur senihic aborrorrorio dolora qui sendis 
susam esecto tet eium apiendi dolo et volum 
faccullaut as alitatem ium il et et enditiae duciis 
commo con ea nus idus sinus nectur aspita quid eum 
acculparcium vollupti commolest ut aut ipisimin 
eium eos evel illam et ex ea dolorum recuptatio 
maximus de sint fugit et reped eturi quodis et aute 
cum il in non pellam faccus ilis pori omnit odit reris 
eossum inusciatis nos autecer ionseri tionsequi od 

molorepro demolup tatisim nos ad quae volupta 
spere, idenemque consequis nonsedia nus et qui sit 
et et is eum quae. Neque nonet quibus eos accae 
molest, quuntot atiost, coribus magniatem. Eperis 
eos vel molorro del eatis velitat escient doluptis as id 
mil eate enis moloris eost lanietur? Qui ipis eostrum 
dolenda ntempelit, auda sum qui inis eaquas pos 
sum dolorpos eatur?
Ma con peratur sum autatem olorese quatur sanditi 
umquos int eum corrum es re quuntiant esseque 
nihic to odignihil is dellabore, in et quatur maior 
as quis eos escillu ptaqui ne aut alitatur aut andest, 
ommolorernam veliquas eum si officatur atem 
nones apiet ipsapedi quis quod que ium siminim 
nus di odis rae num et inumquam doluptius nis adi 
qui bla que prae parchicatium ex et expliquid utem 
que eos volenis ut enimusa ad quidus as magnam 
a alibus.
Sant ommoluptat dit rae dolorer undest, vit erae 
con endem facia desti vitatur aut eost ventur autet 
ea consecum alicim et que estiis distrum ut etur?
As estemo conemol upienis aliquiatque et quiate 
pliscid et magnienieni voluptionse endios dusdame 
con custio commoluptis etur mil istes alictatendis 
dempedi tatiore mporro earum is quam quatus de 
arionsedi quo eat hita velist, si dolor at explique 
voloreceatis es es esti cus que poritib usapeliquo 
officatur, tempere dis qui niet as aborum vendunt 
exerferum audici totaquae volupta spicitas nonet 
ipsandit, te modia corati optatemos est estruptas eum 
ium untis asperit asimodi gendeli busandunt volendi 
omnimusam et laborerum faccatenis intorae ctassi 
bla volluptat el in rae nest, seque volupta menihit 
mi, quo od ea sum res ut eumquossite magnate 
pre, seruptis et re nobit eum dignamenti conet aut 
acepudi temporem quasperrum autempores sitae 
nonsed quissi dent et repuda neceate mporit, ipsa 
di cullant, offictesecti is ut volorest, se etum est, 

voles etusda conem re pla volorum ea aliquiam 
hariatis quiaesti iusanitae prae pelecus niet et odion 
ratqui dis doleserio minvendis ratem. Et ma seditius 
essimusdae lab il idunto is demporum nis esti 
doluptat porempo rianditi solupic teceaquae con 
paribus dolenet, occum voluptas audi te raeptur? 
Dendite sumquam quatio. Itatem doloriam reped 
quia delibus ut quas explias nonsequod quo volore, 
officiis eostiberia sitatur, in re nonserciis nobis ipsa 
dolupti nonsequi unt volupta qui doluptat.
Mus eiur? Esero tenditiae porum sequassim ditas 
rero omnihit vollorerchil es dellum vent, estium si 
cora voluptiam, sant est, ute ne cus mo vendand 
icatquam et, nos erunti susam nim ut endunt, cus 
volorerio corio. Hillatquia sitis debis ium ipsandit 
et quibus es sum quam quamus dolore nonsedis 
adisciis dellaceariat volorro ristrum harcium seditatis 
incieni cum ut apitem ut ad mi, eic to voluptatur 
aut quunture maximpor molupis aut dolesequunt 
renim a accus quati volendi quo quiam, estruptati 
bernam quiae vollic tem facime ideliquam, in ento 
voluptibus, es sam fugit inturib eatur? Commolu 
ptaqui aut errum nonseque intis sita quo oditatem 
ex eum int.
Aque volent is vent officil et imint eritatius doloriate 
optatio. Antiatum ium eos quature molupti orporum 
explitati dem esequi cupic tem harunt utatus ari 
beaquo dis sitiatur, omnis magnamus.
Ovitium que debitatisim quaectum qui andunt 
porro est magnam is si arum harume et quasper 
natius experch illaces tibusa eost idendit fuga. 
Git poris magnisc iasped qui optaeptat quia 
doluptas estio occab il maio. Lum que volorro 
rectas asi simosandamus dentectasped ut laborib 
eatemporepro ipicae nestia quae eatur?
Nem esti corpos et elenem intiunto estio millab in re, 
unto vid ullore la del eum sinvellupta que consequos 
que eaque cone cuscipsusae eos aut pe omnimus et 

autem quianis debita quunt erion nonsequ aectem 
hita volutatum ra cor aut liquias volorecum quide 
velesedisit porepudio. Ficiur? Bo. Et ab id moles 
dollibus ditatem. Andit quo offici cus il is sendis am 
quam, alit maximporio te sum exceribus cumquo 
magnis est fuga. Itae. Ditas nem volorep repratur 
adios arum, etur reprenihita sa viducipsam acercil 
lautaese pore nimento comnim cum, volorum 
et optae. Agnihil ignimolupta eum reperspero 
conecaercid modis inis dem natio. Imusam ipsum 
quis eum, qui si nobiti con et laccus dolorestis asi 
nossimp orepudis arionsecto im reped eum que 
nam cum cone nonet volor mi, con pero que pores 
dolupti onsequi aspici beario te moloriaeste ditio 
volest ped eum, si blaboris et fugias dic test aut ipiet 
acilistiorum as magni rat.
Rectae voluptaque imaio consequ untora aut 
faccum, aruptatum eument, sequi aut molupta 
ariberia volluptat este nimodisti officit rerchil 
ipsunt dendipsum everitiam inum harum que lant 
exceper feressi tiuriandebis di aut es molorer cipistis 
secerovid et re ra coribus, quam, quae. Ostibus, ut 
voloriora vel ipsam, ist ut quaeperum alition pos 
eaquo id et od maximposaepe vel isinis delia nobita 
quamusam imus.
Em sunt il imo blabo. Itas et exped et as dolorem 
quiat ea dolupta nos molupta simaxim posserio 
quam, te sanditem doluptatio torestem ilit ut derspis 
est ut laut quid qui vel id magnam vente sintet ditius 
expe plabor asimus corpossenis sam sitatem voles 
estiatio eium iuntent velicit repeditatur sitam erit, 
a cus pro volo estem sam facimus autet volor aut 
ressiti re, et, omnitem quatia plabora velescia cusa 
simusania quatint vente plam enis asit re niasinim 
est aborrovit quos eratiun tempel id quidel ipsam 
que sedipsa ndanis di apedi totassequi rest iliae 
eaqui auta dolorerovidi dolupta testrum di to tem 
quat.
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Voices
From heads of state to community workers, from Nobel laureates to project managers, everyone has a say 
at European Development Days. Regardless of gender, creed or colour, the forum allows participants to 
share their knowledge and experiences on an equal footing.

The forum has taken pride in its ability to bring a growing and diverse range of actors to the discussion 
table: politicians, business leaders, parliamentarians, academics, think-tank fellows, civil society advocates, 
local, field and international practitioners, trade union representatives, and media brokers.
European Development Days has been a rare opportunity for advocates, practitioners and stakeholders 
working in often quite separate sectors to meet and build synergies.



parTnEr coUnTrIEs

hEaD oF sTaTE

 ErnEsT BaI koroMa
 President of the Republic of Sierra Leone

 (2009)

 JoycE BanDa
 President of the Republic of Malawi

 
(2012)

 alI Bongo oDIMBa
 President of the Republic of Gabon

 (2012)

 FrançoIs BozIzé
 President of the Central African Republic 

 (2006) 

 BlaIsE coMpaoré
 President of the Republic of Burkina Faso

 (2008, 2008)

 FaUrE EssozIMna gnassIngBé
 President of the Republic of Togo

 (2006)

 MaUMooM gayooM
 President of the Republic of the Maldives

 (2007)

 arManDo gUEBUza
 President of the Republic of Mozambique

 (2012)

 MaMaDoU IssoUFoU
 President of the Republic of Niger

 (2011, 2013)

 EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
 President of the Republic of Liberia

 (2006, 2009, 2013)

 ahMaD kaBBah
 President of the Republic of Sierra Leone
 (2006) 

 paUl kagaME
 President of the United Republic of Rwanda
 (2006, 2010) 

 Jakaya kIkwETE
 President of the Republic of Tanzania
 (2010) 

 EMManUEl Manny MorI
 President of the Federated States of Micronesia
 (2009) 

 FEsTUs MogaE
 President of the Republic of Botswana
 (2006) 

 Ely MohaMMED vall
 President of the Republic of Mauritania
 (2006) 

 yowErI MUsEvEnI
 President of the Republic of Uganda
 (2006) 

 pIErrE nkUrUnzIza
 President of the Republic of Burundi
 (2006) 

 Marc ravaloManana
 President of the Republic of Madagascar
 (2006, 2008) 

 MIkhEIl saakashvIlI
 President of the Republic of Georgia
 (2011) 

 Macky sall
 President of the Republic of Senegal

 (2012)

 MaMaDoU TanJa
 President of the Republic of Niger

 (2006)

 aMaDoU ToUManI ToUré
 President of the Republic of Mali

 
(2006, 2008)

 ThoMas yayI BonI
 President of the Republic of Benin

 
(2006, 2008, 2010, 2012)

 aIsaTU n’JIE-saIDy
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Gambia

 
(2006)

 JEJoMar BInay
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Philippines

 
(2012)
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The European Union implements 
programmes and projects around the 
world, wherever assistance is needed. 
EuropeAid helps developing countries 
to improve the welfare of their poorest 
populations.

Nevertheless, developing countries 
bear the primary responsibility for their 
own development. EuropeAid tailors its 
support to fit the development priorities 
set by these countries. 

As Europe’s foremost platform to 
engage with its partners from all corners 
of the world, European Development 
Days has been a sounding board
for dozens of foreign heads of state or 
government who have presented their 
agenda to eradicate poverty. 



parTnEr coUnTrIEs

 FawzIa y. h. aDaM
 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
  for Foreign Affairs, Somalia
 (2013) 

 José BrITo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs of Cape Verde
 (2008) 

 zaInaB hawa BangUra
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and  
 International Cooperation, Sierra Leone
 (2009) 

 aUgUsTInE kpEhE ngaFUan
 Minister for Foreign Affairs, Liberia
 (2012) 

 olDEMIro MarqUEs BalóI
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation,  
 Mozambique
 (2010) 

 loUIsE MUshIkIwaBo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rwanda
 (2010) 

 BrUno roDrIgUEz parrIlla
 First Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cuba
 (2007) 

 ahMED shahEED
 Minister of Foreign Affairs of The Maldives
 (2009) 

 aBDoUrahIM agnE
 Minister of Planning and Decentralised Cooperation, 
 Senegal 

 
(2008)

 chakIB BEn MoUssa
 Minister of Interior, Morroco

 
(2008)

 DaME carol kIDU
 Minister for Local Development, Papua New Guinea

 
(2008)

 JaFFEr haMED MohaMED JaFFar
 Vice Minister of Local Government, Yemen

 
(2008)

 aBEl ToUssaInT coUlIBaly
 Minister of Local Authorities, Burkina Faso

 
(2008)

 alassanE sEIDoU
 Minister for Decentralisation, Benin

 
(2009)

 MohaMED BEJI caID EssEBsI
 Interim Prime Minister of Tunisia 
 (2011) 

 garry conIllE
 Prime Minister of Haiti 
 (2011) 

 salaM FayyaD
 Prime Minister of Palestine
 (2010) 

 shEIkh hasIna
 Prime Minister of Bangladesh
 (2009) 

 MohaMMED aBDUl JalIl
 Chairman of the National Transition Council of Libya

 
(2011) 

 porTIa sIMpson MIllEr
 Prime Minister of Jamaica
 (2013) 

 EDwarD naTapEI
 Prime Minister of Vanuatu
 (2009) 

 MaDhav kUMar nEpal
 Prime Minister of Nepal
 (2010) 

hEaD oF govErnMEnT MInIsTEr oF ForEIgn aFFaIrs MInIsTEr oF InTErIor anD DEcEnTralIsaTIon 

 raIla oDInga
 Prime Minister of Kenya

 
(2009)

 José MarIa pErEIra nEvEs
 Prime Minister of Cape Verde

 
(2013)

 MIchèlE pIErrE-loUIs
 Prime Minister of Haiti

 
(2008, 2009)

 navInchanDra raMgoolaM
 Prime Minister of Mauritius

 
(2006)

 aBsaloM ThEMBa DlaMInI
 Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Swaziland

 
(2006)

 Morgan TsvangIraI
 Prime Minister of Zimbabwe

 
(2010)

 MElEs zEnawI
 Prime Minister of Ethiopia

 
(2006)

 TErTIUs zongo
 Prime Minister of Burkina Faso

 
(2009)
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parTnEr coUnTrIEs

 JUlIa DUncan-cassEll
 Minister for Gender and Development, Liberia
 (2013) 

 JIko lUvEnI
 Minister for Women, Social Welfare  
 and Poverty Alleviation, Fiji 
 (2013) 

 lUkIa nakaDaMa Isanga
 State Minister for Gender and Culture, Uganda
 (2012) 

 ThérèsE olEnga kalonDa
 Minister for Education, Information,  
 Women and Environment, Province of Kinshasa, DRC
 (2009) 

 sUFIan ahMED
 Minister of Finance and Economic Development,  
 Ethiopia
 (2012) 

 saMUra kaMara
 Minister of Finance and Economic Development,  
 Sierra Leone
 (2009) 

 aMara M. konnEh
 Minister of Planning and Economic Affairs, Liberia
 (2009, 2010) 

 osMan MohaMED osMan
 Minister of Economic Development, Egypt
 (2006) 

 EMIlIa pIrEs
 Minister of Finance, Timor-Leste
 (2013) 

 MahaMaDoU sako
 Former Minister of Privatisation, Niger
 (2007) 

 salEy saIDoU
 Minister of Commerce and  
 Private Sector Development, Niger
 (2012) 

 FrançoIs MarIE DIDIEr zoUnDI
 Minister of the Budget, Ministry of Economy  
 and Finance, Burkina Faso
 (2010) 

 DavID chIrIBoga
 Minister of Health, Ecuador

 
(2010)

 arThUr pETEr MUTharIka
 Minister of Education, Science and Technology, 
 Malawi

 
(2010)

 hEnDrIETTa IpElEng BogopanE-zUlU
 Deputy Minister for Public Works,  
 Member of Parliament, South Africa 

 
(2009)

 FlorEncE chEnowETh
 Minister for Agriculture, Liberia

 
(2013)

 sTanIslas kaManzI
 Minister for Natural Resources, Rwanda

 
(2009)

 MohaMMED hasan MahMUD
 State Minister of Environment and Forest, Bangladesh

 
(2009)

 MarIa MUTagaMBa
 Minister of Water and Environment, Uganda

 
(2007)

 EUgEnE shannon
 Minister of Land, Mines and Energy, Liberia

 
(2006)

 BUyElwa sonJIca
 Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs,  
 South Africa

 
(2009)

 ngUyEn ThE phUong
 Deputy Minister of Planning and Investment, Vietnam

 
(2012)

MInIsTEr oF gEnDErMInIsTEr oF EconoMy anD FInancE MInIsTEr oF hEalTh anD EDUcaTIon 

oThEr 

MInIsTEr oF lanD, EnvIronMEnT anD agrIcUlTUrE  
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 salIM aMIn
 Founding Managing Director, A24 Media 

 (2006) 

 oMar BElhoUchET
 Editor-in-Chief, El Watan 

 
(2008) 

 ErIk BETTErMann
 Director-General, Deutsche Welle 

 
(2008)

 paUl DUJarDIn
 Chief Executive Officer, Centre for Fine Arts,  
 Brussels 

 (2013)

 MUchaDEyI ashTon MasUnDa
 Chair and Chief Executive, 
 Associated Newspapers of Zimbabwe 

 (2008) 

 ErIc nyInDU
 Editor-in-Chief, VoxAfrica 

 
(2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 XIao qIang
 Adjunct Professor, School of Information 
 University College of Berkeley, Founding 

 Editor-in-Chief China Digital Times 
 (2011) 

 claUDE-yvEs roBIn
 Director-General, France 5 TV 

 (2007)

 MarIE-chrIsTInE saragossE
 Director-General, TV5 Monde 

 (2010)

 MacTar sIlla
 President, African Association of Private TV Producer 

 
(2006, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012) 

MEDIa

 DEBaprIya BhaTTacharya
 Chair, Southern Voices on Post-MDGs, Bangladesh 
 (2013) 

 nancy BIrDsall
 President, Center for Global Development 
 (2009) 

 FaTIh BIrol 
 Chief Economist, International Energy Agency 
 (2010) 

 JEan BossUyT
 Head of Strategy, European Centre 
 for Development Policy Management 
 (2006, 2009, 2010, 2011) 

 FrançoIs BoUrgUIgnon
 Former Chief Economist, The World Bank Group, 
 Director, Paris School of Economics 
 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 paUlo BUss
 Director, Centre for Global Health, 
 Fundação Oswaldo Cruz 

 MarTha chEn 
 Lecturer in Public Policy 
 Harvard Kennedy School of Government  
 (2012) 

 paUl collIEr
 Centre for the Study of African Economies, 
 University of Oxford 
 (2010, 2013) 

 paUl EngEl
 Director, European Centre 
 for Development Policy Management 
 (2007, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

 shEnggEn Fan 
 Director-General,  
 International Food Policy Research Institute 

 anDré gErrITs
 Professor of Politics, Leiden University 

 (2011) 

 paTrIck gUIllaUMonT
 President, Foundation for Studies 
 and Research on International Development 

 (2009, 2011, 2013) 

 charlEs JossElIn
 President, Cités Unies France 

 (2008) 

 ravI kanBUr
 T.H. Lee Professor of World Affairs 
 International Professor of Applied 

 Economics and Management 
 Professor of Economics, Cornell University 
 (2008) 

 sIMon MaXwEll
 Director, Overseas Development Institute 

 (2006, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) 

 a n M MUnIrUzzaMan
 President, Bangladesh Institute  
 of Peace and Security Studies

 (2012)

 raJEnDra k. pachaUrI
 Chair, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
 Founding Director-General, TERI

 (2009)

 hans roslIng
 Professor of International Health, 
 Karolinska Institute, Stockholm 

 (2011)

 JEan-loUIs sarBIB
 Director-General, The Development Gateway

 (2009)

EXpErTIsE
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cIvIl socIETy

Civil society and non-state actors more 
broadly are privileged partners of the 
European Union. Together, they are 
working towards more participatory 
development; the European Commission’s 
Directorate General for Development 
and Cooperation has developed 
financial instruments tailored to the 
specific requirements of non-state actors.

European Development Days has served 
as a useful platform for European 
civil society organisations to engage 
directly with the European Commission, 
partner countries and other important 
multilateral institutions. Numerous civil 
society leaders from across Europe 
have participated in the forum, and a 
particular feature is that most workshops 
and sessions in the programme are 
directly proposed, organised and run by 
development stakeholders themselves.  
All the forum has helped pave the way 
towards a more structured dialogue 
between the European institutions and  
civil society organisations.

Beyond Europe, European Development 
Days has welcomed contributions from 
a number of prominent and experienced 
civil society leaders from all corners of 
the world.



 raMI aBDUrrahMan
 Founding Director,
 Syrian Observatory for Human Rights 
 (2011) 

 pETEr ackErMann
 Founding Chair, International Center
 on Non-violent Conflict 
 (2009) 

 paTrIck allEy
 Founding Director, Global Witness 
 (2007) 

 soUhayr BElhassEn
 President, International Federation for Human Rights 
 (2009) 

 TJIpkE BErgsMa
 Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Plan International 
 (2012) 

 wInnIE ByanyIMa
 Executive Director, Oxfam International 
 (2013) 

 InDU capoor
 Director, Centre for Health Education  
 Training and Nutrition Awareness
 (2012) 

 MaMaDoU cIssokho
 Honorary President,  
 Network of West African Farmers 
 and Producers Organisation  
 (2006, 2007)

 BInETa DIop
 Executive Director, Femmes Africa Solidarité 
 (2007) 

 shIrIn EBaDI
 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founding President, Centre for 

 the Defence of Human Rights  
 (2011)

 Eva gaMBoa
 National Council of Indigenous Women,  
 Argentina 

 (2010)

 gEnEvIèvE garIgos
 President, Amnesty  
 International – France 

 (2008) 

 hElMUTh harTMEyEr
 Chair, Global Education 
 Network Europe 

 (2013) 

 hans r. hErrEn, 
 President, Millennium Institute, 
 1995 World Food Prize Winner 

 (2010)

 JErEMy hoBBs
 Executive Director, Oxfam International 

 (2009) 

 oTIvE IgBUzor
 Head of International Campaigns 
 ActionAid International 

 (2009)

 phIloMEna Johnson
 Director, Caritas Ghana

 (2010)

 sIDIkI kaBa
 President, International Federation for Human Rights 

 (2006)

 noErInE kalEEBa
 Chair, ActionAid International 
 (2008) 

 JUsTIn kIlcUllEn
 President, CONCORD 
 (2009, 2010) 

 hUgUETTE laBEllE
 Chair, Board of Directors, Transparency International
 (2009) 

 wangarI MaaThaI
 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founder, Green Belt Movement 
 (2008) 

 ErIc Makokha
 Chief Executive Officer, Shelter Forum 
 (2011) 

 JEan claUDE MBanya
 President, International Diabetes Federation 
 (2010) 

 gIlEs MErrITT
 Secretary-General, Friends of Europe 
 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 ross MoUnTaIn
 Director-General, Development 
 Assistance Research Associates
 (2010) 

 kUMI naIDoo
 Co-chair, Global Call to Action Against Poverty 
 (2009) 

cIvIl socIETy

aDvocacy aDvocacy

 saMUEl nsIkaBaka
 Secretary-General, Fondation Niosi,  
 Republic of the Congo

 (2010) 

 oUsManE sy
 Director, Center of Policy and  
 Institutional Expertise in Africa

 (2006, 2008) 

 JEan-BapTIsTE rIcharDIEr
 Co-founding Director-General,  
 Handicap International 

 (2012)

 Mary roBInson
 Former President of Ireland,  
 President, Ethical Globalization Initiative 

 Vice-President, Club of Madrid 
 (2009)

 EsThEr soMoIrE
 Centre for Indigenous Women and Children, Kenya

 (2011)

 aMInaTa Traoré
 Essayist and Social Activist
 Former Minister of Culture, Mali 

 (2006, 2008)

 anTonIo TUJan
 Co-Chair, NGO Network Better Aid 

 (2011)

 archBIshop DEsMonD TUTU
 1984 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
 Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town

 
(2006)
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 shIrIn aUMEErUDDy-czIFFra
 Ombudsperson for Children, Former Minister for 
 Women’s Rights and Family Affairs, Mauritius 
 (2010) 

 alIFa chaaBanE FaroUk
 Ombudsman of the Republic of Tunisia 
 (2006) 

 MohaMMED El-hacEn oUlD lEBaTT
 Chief Observer in Democratic Republic of the Congo
 Organisation Internationale de la Francophonie 
 (2011) 

 ahMED El MIDaoUI
 President, Court of Auditors, Morocco 
 (2010) 

 JEan-pIErrE Elong MBassI
 Secretary-General, United Cities 
 and Local Governments – Africa 
 (2008, 2010, 2011) 

 kaMEl JEnDoUBI
 President, Independent Electoral Commission, Tunisia 
 (2011) 

 koFFI koUnTé
 President, Human Rights National Commission, Togo
 (2010) 

 aBBoT apollInaIrE MalU MalU 
 Chair, Independent Electoral Commission, 
 Democratic Republic of Congo 
 (2009, 2010) 

 aBDoUlayE sEnE
 President, Global Local Forum 
 (2012) 

 JErEMy sMITh 
 Secretary-General, Council of European  
 Municipalities and Regions
 (2008) 

 soraya rahIM soBhrang
 2010 Frontline Award Laureate,   
 Independent Human Rights Commission, Afghanistan 
 (2010) 

 FaITh pansy TlakUla
 Chairperson  
 Electoral Commission of South Africa 
 (2009) 

cIvIl socIETy

 Jan krzyszToF BIElEckI
 Former Prime Minister of Poland

 (2011)

 pIErrE BUyoya
 Former President of Burundi 

 (2006)

 JacqUEs chIrac
 Former President of France

 (2010)

 aBDoU DIoUF
 Former President of the Republic of Senegal 

 (2006, 2008)

 alpha oUMar konaré
 Former President of the Republic of Mali 
 Former Chairperson of the Commission  

 of the African Union
 (2009)

 qUETT kETUMIlE JonI MasIrE
 Former President of the Republic of Botswana 

 (2006)

 gérarD laTorTUE
 Prime Minister of Haiti 

 
(2010) 

 BEnJaMIn Mkapa
 Former President of the United Republic of Tanzania 

 (2009)

 FEsTUs gonTEBanyE MogaE
 Former President of the Republic of Botswana 

 (2009)

 karl aUgUsTE oFFMan
 Former President of the Republic of Mauritius 

 (2006)

 roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
 Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan 

 (2011)

 arIsTIDEs MarIa pEIrEra
 Former President of the Republic of Cape Verde 

 (2006)

 nIcéphorE DIEUDonné soglo
 Former President of the Republic of Benin  

 (2006, 2009)

TErTIUs zongo
Former Prime Minister of Burkina Faso
(2011, 2013)

 nIck BlazqUEz
 Managing Director, Diageo Africa  
 Chairman, Private Investors for Africa 
 (2010) 

 rIcharD Branson
 Founding Chairman, Virgin Group 
 (2008) 

 Tara DawooD
 Chief Executive Officer, 
 Dawood Capital Management Limited, Pakistan 
 (2012) 

 phIlIppE DE BUck
 Director-General, BusinessEurope 
 (2010) 

 chEIck MoDIBo DIarra
 President, Microsoft Africa 
 (2006, 2008, 2010) 

 MarIa EITEl
 Founding President and Chief executive Officer,  
 Nike Foundation 
 (2010) 

 JacqUEs DElMoITIEz
 President for Europe, the Middle East 
 and Africa, BASF Group 
 (2011) 

 nDIDI nnolI-EDozIEn
 Founding President, 
 Growing Business Foundation, Nigeria 
 (2007, 2008) 

 paUlo goMEs
 Founding President, Constelor Group 
 (2012)

 

 chrIsTIna graDl
 Managing Director, Endeva
 (2012) 

 Mo IBrahIM
 Founding Chair, Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
 (2010) 

 hans-JürgEn MaTErn
 Vice-President, Head of Sustainability 
 and Regulatory Affairs, Metro Group 

 (2012)

 Ekoko MUkETE
 General Manager, Spectrum Group, 
 Vice-President, Cameroon Chamber of Commerce,  

 Industry, Mines and Crafts 
 (2012)

 vIcTor g. nDIayE
 Chief Executive Officer, Performances Group 

 (2012)

 BErnharD pachEr
 Chairman and Managing Director, Adcon Telemetry 

 
(2009, 2012)

 sIEgMar proEBsTl
 Chief Executive Officer, Siemens Africa 

 (2012)

 rUTh rawlIng
 Vice-President, Corporate Affairs 
 Europe, Middle East and Africa, Cargill 

 (2012)

 nUno rIBEIro Da sIlva
 President, Portuguese Industrial Association 

 
(2007)

 BashIr salEh BashIr
 President, Libya Africa Portfolio Investment

 
(2006, 2008)

 gEorgE soros
 Founding Chairman, Open Society Institute 

 
(2009)

 John TEDsTroM
 President and Chief Executive
 Officer, Global Business Coalition 

 on HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria 
 (2010)

 MUhaMMaD yUnUs
 2006 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founding Managing Director, Grameen Bank

 (2009)

BUsInEss govErnancE ForMEr lEaDErs
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 gUnIlla carlsson
 Minister for International  
 Development Cooperation, Sweden 

 (2008, 2009, 2010) 

 krIsTalIna gEorgIEva
 EU Commissioner for International  
 Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response 

 (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 hEIDI haUTala
 Minister for International Development, Finland 

 (2010, 2011, 2012) 

 connIE hEDEgaarD
 EU Commissioner for Climate Action 

 (2009) 

 DanUTa hüBnEr
 European Commissioner for Regional Policy 

 (2008) 

 EraTo kozakoU-MarcoUllIs
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Cyprus 

 
(2012) 

 vIkTorIa
 Crown Princess of Sweden 

 (2009) 

 MargoT wallsTröM
 Vice-President,  
 European Commission 

 (2009) 

  carolInE ansTEy
 Managing Director, 
 The World Bank Group 

 (2010, 2012)

 hElEn clark
 Administrator, United Nations  
 Development Programme 

 (2009)

 nkosazana DlaMInI-zUMa
 Chairperson, Commission of the African Union 

 
(2013)

 hEnrIETTa holsMan ForE
  Administrator, United States Agency  

for International Development 
 (2008)

 hIlDE FraFJorD Johnson
 Deputy Executive Director  
 United Nations Children’s Fund 

 (2010)

 Thoraya ahMED oBaID 
 Executive Director, United Nations Population Fund 

 (2009)

 ngozI okonJo-IwEala
 Managing Director, 
 The World Bank Group 

 (2009)

 FlavIa pansIErI
  United Nations Deputy High Commissioner  

for Human Rights 
 (2013)

 JosETTE shEEran
 Executive Director,  
 World Food Programme 

 (2007)

 anna TIBaIJUka
  Executive Director,  

United Nations Human Settlement Fund 
 (2007, 2009)

EUropEan UnIon BUsInEss InTErnaTIonal organIsaTIon

 saBInE Dall’oMo
 Chief Financial Officer, 
 Siemens Africa 
 (2012) 

  Tara DawooD
 Chief Executive Officer,  
 Dawood Capital Management Limited, Pakistan 
 (2012) 

  MarIa EITEl
 Founding President and Chief executive Officer,
 Nike Foundation 
 (2010) 

 sylvIa MaThEws BUrwEll
 President, Global Development 
 Programme, Bill & Melinda  
 Gates Foundation 
 (2010)

 nDIDI nnolI-EDozIEn
 Founding President, Growing Business 
 Foundation, Nigeria 
 (2007, 2008) 

 rUTh rawlIng
 Vice-President, Corporate Affairs,  
 Europe, Middle East and Africa, Cargill 
 (2012) 
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woMEn lEaDErs

Gender equality is essential for growth  
and poverty reduction, and it is key to 
reaching the Millennium Development 
Goals. However, in the developing 
world, women suffer disproportionately 
from poverty and its related ills, such as 
malnutrition, poor health and illiteracy.

European Development Days has served 
as an important platform to address this, 
not least by seeking gender balance in 
the composition of its panels and giving 
the floor to some of the world’s most 
inspiring women leaders.



  aFrIca

 noErInE kalEEBa
 Chair, ActionAid International 
 (2008) 

 angélIqUE kIDJo
 Singer and Political Activist, Benin 
 (2008) 

 ayo oBE
 Chair, Board of Trustees 
 Goree Institute, Senegal 
 (2011) 

 wangarI MaaThaI
 2004 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Founder, Green Belt Movement 
 (2008) 

 aMInaTa Traoré
 Essayist and Social Activist
 Former Minister of Culture, Mali 
 (2006, 2008) 

 asIa

 shIrIn EBaDI
 2003 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, 
 Founding President, Centre for the  
 Defence of Human Rights 
 (2011)

 Tawakol karMan
 2011 Nobel Prize Laureate 
 Human Rights Activist, Yemen 
 (2011) 

 soraya rahIM soBhrang
 2010 Frontline Award Laureate
 Independent Human Rights Commission, Afghanistan 
 (2010) 

 aUng san sUU kyI 
  1991 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 Chairperson, National League for Democracy, Burma 
 (2010) 

 aFrIca 

 FawzIa y. h. aDaM 
 Deputy Prime Minister and  
 Minister for Foreign Affairs, Somalia 
 (2013) 

 JoycE BanDa
 President of the Republic of Malawi 
 (2012) 

 zaInaB hawa BangUra
 Minister for Foreign Affairs and  
 International Cooperation
 (2009) 

 loUIsE MUshIkIwaBo
 Minister of Foreign Affairs, Rwanda 
 (2010) 

 aIsaTU n’JIE-saIDy
 Vice-President of the Republic of The Gambia 
 (2006) 

 EllEn Johnson sIrlEaF
 2011 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate
 President of the Republic of Liberia 
 (2006, 2009, 2013) 

 aMErIca

 Mary sIMon
 President,
 Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami 
 (2009) 

 asIa

 shEIkh hasIna
 Prime Minister of Bangladesh 

 (2009) 

 roza Isakovna oTUnBaEva
 Former President of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan 

 (2011) 

 haBIBa soraBI
 Governor, Bamiyan Province Afghanistan 

 (2008) 

 carIBBEan

 MIchèlE pIErrE-loUIs
 Prime Minister of Haiti 

 (2008, 2009) 

 porTIa sIMpson-MIllEr
 Prime Minister of Jamaica 

 (2013) 

 pacIFIc

 DaME carol kIDU
 Minister for Community Development,
 Papua New Guinea 

 (2008) 

 JIko lUvEnI
 Minister for Women, Social Welfare  
 and Poverty Alleviation, Fiji 

 (2013) 

 EMIlIa pIrEs
 Minister of Finance,  
 Timor Leste 

 (2013) 

govErnancE cIvIl socIETy

 EUropE

 sharan BUrrow
 General Secretary, International  
 Trade Union Confederation 

 (2012)

 wInnIE ByanyIMa 
 Executive Director,  
 Oxfam International 

 (2013)

 hUgUETTE laBEllE
 Chair, Board of Directors, Transparency International 

 (2009)

 Mary roBInson 
 Former President of Ireland,
 President, Ethical Globalization Initiative,  

 Vice-President, Club of Madrid 
 (2009)
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The European Parliament and its 
Committee on Development have 
been active supporters of European 
Development Days since its creation.  
The Committee on Development 
keeps a close watch on the European 
Commission and all other actors 
responsible for Europe’s development 
policies and humanitarian aid. And, 
together with Member States, it makes 
the laws that frame EU development 
activities.

Echoing the citizens of Europe, the 
European Parliament firmly believes 
that the EU has a duty to put a stop 
to poverty and suffering in a world 
where there is enough for everybody, 
if fairly shared. This commitment has 
been reinforced by the participation of 
numerous Members of the European 
Parliament in the forum.

EUropEan parlIaMEnT

 MarIE-hélènE aUBErT
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2008)

 ThIJs BErMan
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013)

 JosEp BorrEll FonTEllEs, 
 Chair, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008)

 JErzy BUzEk
 President of the European Parliament

 (2009)

 MIchaEl cashMan
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2010, 2012, 2013) 

 MInoDora clIvETI
 Member, Committee on Employment and Social Affairs 

 (2013)

 ThIErry cornIllET
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2008)

 rIcarDo corTés lasTra
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2011)

 corIna crEţU
 Vice-Chair, Committee on Development 

 (2008, 2010)

 ryszarD czarnEckI
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008)

 véronIqUE DE kEysEr
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2010)

 nIrJ DEva
 Member, Committee on Development 

 (2007, 2008, 2013)

 lEonIDas DonskIs
 Member, Committee on Development 
 (2013) 

 IsaBEllE DUranT
 Vice-President, European Parliament 
 (2010) 

 sanTIago FIsas ayXEla 
 Member, Delegation for relations with
  the Palestinian Legislative Council 
 (2010) 

 charlEs goErEns
 Member, Committee on Development
 Rapporteur on the Agenda for Change 
 (2010, 2012, 2013) 

 EnrIqUE gUErrEro saloM
 Member, Delegation to the ACP-EU 
 Joint Parliamentary Assembly 
 (2009, 2010) 

 ana MarIa goMEz
 Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
 (2007, 2009) 

 MIkaEl gUsTaFsson
 Chair, Committee on Women’s  
 Rights and Gender Equality 
 (2013) 

 saTU hassI
 Member, Committee on the Environment, 
 Public Health and Food Safety 
 (2009) 

 alaIn hUTchInson
 Member, Committee on Development 
 (2007, 2008) 

 Eva Joly 
 Chair, Committee on Development 
 (2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013) 
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 pIErrE schapIra
 Rapporteur on Local Authorities, 
 Committee on Development 

 (2008, 2010)

 alF svEnsson 
 Member, Committee on Development

 (2009, 2010)
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(2010)

 JEan-pascal laBIllE
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 
(2013)

 yvEs lETErME
 Prime Minister 

 
(2010)

 paUl MagnETTE
 Minister for Public Undertakings, Science Policy  
 and Development Cooperation

 
(2012)

 charlEs MIchEl
 Minister for Development Cooperation 

 (2010)

 gUy vErhoFsTaDT
 Prime Minister 

 (2006)

croaTIa

 vEsna BaTIsTIć kos
 Assistant Minister for Multilateral  
 Affairs and Global Issues,  

 Ministry for Foreign and European Affairs
 (2013)

cyprUs

 DEMETrIs chrIsToFIas
 President of the Republic 

 
(2012) 

 EraTo kozakoU-MarcoUllIs
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 

 (2012) 

czEch rEpUBlIc

 pETr Jan kalaš
 Former Environment Minister of Czech Republic

 
(2007) 

 Jan kohoUT
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 (2008) 

DEnMark

 chrIsTIan FrIIs Bach
 Minister for Development Cooperation
 (2012) 

EsTonIa

 UrMas paET
 Minister of Foreign Affairs 
 (2007) 

 
FInlanD
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 DIrk nIEBEl
 Federal Minister for International  
 Cooperation and Development 

 (2010) 

 hEIDEMarIE wIEczorEk-zEUl
 Federal Minister for Economic 
 Cooperation and Development 

 (2008) 

   137136  - Voices

In April 2006, European Member States 
approved a proposal from European 
Commissioner Louis Michel to launch 
European Developments Days. The 
aim was to improve aid effectiveness 
and to strengthen the consensus on 
development policy following the 
European Consensus on Development 
established in 2005. Since the forum’s 
inception, Member States have sustained 
their support by sending Ministers and 
government officials each year.

European Development Days has served  
as an important platform to forge a 
greater consensus amongst Member 
States on development policy, including 
budget support, food security, nutrition 
and access to energy and has helped 
pave the way to promoting a decent life 
for all by 2030.
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 (2012) 
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As Europe’s premier forum on 
development cooperation, European 
Development Days brings together 
the European development actors 
for discussions, meetings, best 
practice exchanges and networking 
opportunities.

All the European institutions have been 
represented at the highest level. At 
the European Commission, the forum 
has engaged with many departments 
of the European Commission, 
namely agriculture, humanitarian aid, 
development and external relations.
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UnITED naTIons sEcrETarIaT

 JosE anTonIo ocaMpo
 Under-Secretary General,  
 United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs 

 (2006)

 Jan ElIasson
 United Nations  
 Deputy Secretary-General
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The commitment to effective 
multilateralism, with the United Nations 
at its core, is a central element of the 
European Union’s external policy.  
This commitment is rooted in the 
conviction that to be able respond to 
global crises, challenges and threats, 
the international community needs an 
efficient multilateral system, founded  
on universal rules and values.

European Development Days has 
proudly welcomed a very high level 
of participation from most – if not all 
– United Nations agencies, funds and 
programmes. In 2013, the European 
Union jointly celebrated with the 
United Nation’s Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights the 
20th anniversary of its creation and the 
launch of EU cooperation in the field of 
human rights.

European Development Days has 
served to engage with international 
organisations, whether area-focused, 
regional or linguistic.
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 Secretary-General, Organisation  
 internationale de la francophonie

 (2006, 2008)

   149148  - Voices



how To oBTaIn EU pUBlIcaTIons
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via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu);
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from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_en.htm);  
from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_en.htm);  
by contacting the Europe Direct service (http://europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm)  
or calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*).

(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you).
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• via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu).

priced subscriptions:

•  via one of the sales agents of the Publications Office of the European Union  
(http://publications.europa.eu/others/agents/index_en.htm).


